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HERE cannot, perhaps, be a more 
ſevere. taſk impoſed upon a perſon, 
ho has any pretenſions to that ſenſe of pro- 

priety which diſtinguiſhes a delicate mind, 


than to be obliged to relate a long ſtory, of 
which he is himſelf the ſubject. It has, 


however, always been held excuſable if the 


Incidents were extraordinary, and it were 
neceſſary to the future peace and proſperity 


of the narrator they ſhould be known, pro- 
vided the tale were told with modeſty and 


truth. I hope this gentle indulgence will 


= kindly extended to me, and that the una- 


voidable egotiſm that muſt pervade this nar- 
rative, will be benevolently overlooked in 


mercy to the misfortunes of one who is at 


leaſt conſcious of having acted with good 


intentions, and from principles which he 


© - Wi believed 


FEY 


1.2] 
believed were deſcriptive of a loyal ſubject, 


an honeſt man, and a man of honour. 
I was born in America of reſpectable pa- 


rents, and received as perfect an education as 


that country could afford. In the early part 
of life I was bred to phyſic, the practice of 
which it was intended I ſhould purſue my 
natural bent of mind, however, determined 
otherwiſe. It was my ambition to be a ſol- 


dier; and this paſſion was ſo prevalent that, 


contrary to the wiſhes of my friends, I went 


a volunteer, while yet a youth, to Martinico, 


where I endeavoured to diſtinguiſh myſelf, as 
far as inexperience and an unimportant Ration 


would admit. After the peace of 1762, the 
North American Indians entered into a ge- 


neral confederacy to deſtroy our frontier ſet- 
tlements and demoliſh the garriſons. The 


Britiſh commander in chief was obliged to 


ſend an army to repel theſe invaders; in 


which, once more a volunteer, I ſerved two 
_ campaigns, at my own private expence; and, 
as became me, chearfully and ambitiouſly 


encountered the dangers and fatigues of war. 


| Here I had an opportunity of obſerving the 
great difference between the petite guerre of 


the n, and the military ſyſtem of the 
Euro- 


E 


Europeans, and how eſſentially neceſſary it 


was for a good ſoldier in this ſervice to be 
maſter of them both. Animated by a ſtrong 
deſire to make myſelf worthy to ſerve my 


King and country on future occaſions, after 
peace was eſtabliſhed with the Indians, I ex- 
plored our newly acquired territory, viſited 


the various tribes of native Americans, ſtudied 
their different manners and cuſtoms, under- 


took the moſt toilſome marches with them 


through the extenſive wilds of Canada, and 


depended upon the precarious chace for my 
ſubſiſtence for months ſucceſſively. A per- 


ſeverance in theſe preliminary duties of a 


good ſoldier taught me to endure hardſhips, 


and gave me agility of body, and an aptitude 


to enterprize, very proper to form a Partizan 
officer. 
Delighted with the ſoil and e I af-- 


terwards fixed my reſidence beyond the Apa- 


lachian mountains in Weſt Auguſta county, 
and as numbers were daily emigrating thi- 
ther from the middle Colonies, I was active 
in encouraging the new ſettlers; theſe ſoon 


acquired property, the ſpirit of induſtry in- 


creaſed, cultivation and improvement were 


extended, and eſtabliſhments, ſcarcely credi- 
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„ 
ble, aroſe from the midſt of a wilderneſs, 
and ſpread for more than one hundred miles 


down the river Ohio. To be at the head of 4 
a new ſettlement was not the only object! 


had in view. During the preceding war, 
France had ſent her ſoldiers from Canada, 


and by ſeizing this country, and erecting Fort | 


Du Queſne (now Fort Pitt) had given great 
diſturbance to Virginia, and the Middle Co- 
lonies in general. This new ſettlement 


precluded the poſſibility of renewing the 


like ravages from Louiſiana, now the only 


avenue through which we were vulnerable, 
in caſe of future hoſtilities with the Houſe } 
of Bourbon. I had been taught from my | 
earlieſt infancy to revere my King and coun- | 
try, and provide againſt their enemies: I had 


here an opportunity of Performing my duty, 
and I was happy. 


In the infancy of the ſettlement, the ma- | 


giſtrates of Pennſylvania uſurped a power of 


juriſdiction that was not only illegal but A 
extremely prejudicial to the inhabitants; to 
preſerve which, they proceeded to many very 0 
unjuſtifiable acts of violence, and went even | 


ſo far as to threaten an appeal to the ſword. 
Twas the perſon, who having the moſt power, 


had 


E 1 


had the greateſt hare i in procuring a redreſs 


of theſe grievances, I was ſenſible the 
Charter limits of the Province of Pennſylva- 


vania could not juſtify the exerciſe of juriſ- 


diction beyond the Weſtern bounds of that 
government; and therefore applied to the 


Governor and Council of Virginia, and ob- 
tained the neceſſary authority to prohibit 


ſuch uſurpation, until his Majeſty's royal 
pleaſure was known. Theſe things are men- 


| tioned, not to diſplay my own merits or con- 


ſequence, but becauſe they are neceſſary to 
the narrative; for though it was my endea- 


vour, throu ghout this tranſaction, to conduct 
myſelf with a diſpaſſionate and candid regard 


to juſtice only, yet, as it was prejudicial to 


the pecuniary intereſts of ſome individuals in 
Pennſylvania, they became my enemies among ; 
whom, was a Gentleman ſince advanced to 


high military rank in the American ſervice. 


In the year 1774, diſputes aroſe between 
the Indians and ſome inconfiderate people, 
who, it appeared from every circumſtance, 
had treated the former in a very harſh and 
improper mannner; reciprocal injuries took 
place, and the induſtrious and meritorious 


nulbandman, with his innocent family, ſuf- 
fered 
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fered for the injuſtice committed by his 


unprincipled countrymen. I was, at that 
time, inveſted with the command of the 


militia; it was, therefore, my peculiar duty 


to avert, if poſſible, a war that threatened 


the deſtruction of a flouriſhing Colony, and 
every endeavour at pacification was employed 
by me, but unhappily without effect. De- 
predations continued, and the defenceleſs 
inhabitants fled from the vengeance of their 


_ enraged enemies. However, in obedience 


to the orders of his excellency Lord Dunmore, 


IT raiſed a body of men ſufficient to cover the 
frontier, and by a chain of ſmall forts repel- 


led the violence of their incurſions. Hoſti- 


lities did not end here; other Indian nations 
joined the confederacy, and the war became 


more important. Two ſmall armies were 
marched into the enemy's country, as the ſole 
means of effecting a ſpeedy and permanent 


reconciliation, Lord Dunmore, in perſon, 


commanded; and a battle, the moſt impor- 


tant that ever happened on a ſimilar occa- 5 


ſion, in North America, was fought, in 


which the Indians were totally routed, pur- 


ſued to their towns, and reduced to the ne- 


ceſſity of * giving hoſtages for the accompliſh- 
ment 


1 
ment of a treaty of peace entered into by 
them, and which was to have been finally 
ratified the enſuing ſpring at Pittſburgh *. 
I cannot ſpeak in terms ſufficiently expreſ- 
| five of the admiration with which the whole 
army beheld Lord Dunmore, during this 
expedition. His conduct was exemplary to 
the officer and the ſoldier : he chearfully 
encountered every hardſhip, waded through 
every creak, and marched with his men up- 
wards of four hundred miles on foot. He 
preſerved the dignity, by fulfilling the duties 
of his ſtation. 
In the courſe of this nid; ten bie = 
warriors and chiefs were made priſoners, and 
committed to my charge at Fort Pitt, where, 
after the expedition, I had the honour to com- 
mand ſome Colony troops as Major Com- 
mandant. I have before ſpoken of the efforts 
[ had uſed to qualify myſelf for the profeſ- 
ſion of arms; and I had now the ſatisfaction 
to meet every honourable teſtimony of ap- 
plauſe for my behaviour in the Indian war, 
both from his excellency Lord Dunmore 
and my wow eee 
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2 Pittſburgh and Fort Pitt are the ſame, that is, they are 


contiguous. 
Although 


„ 

Although Congreſs had aſſembled them. 
ſelves in September 1774, yet, as that was 
about the time I was going into the Indian 
country, my mind was ſo intent upon the 
war, I paid but little regard to political heats 
which every loyaliſt imagined would ſoon 
ſubſide; but on my return, the intimations 
of my friends, and the proceedings of the 
di ſaffected, gave me the firſt unhappy pre- 
ſages of the enſuing commotions. Theſe 
were greatly heightened by the following 
letter, which I received from General Waſh- 
ington, in anſwer to one I had written to 
| him on Indian affairs. 


Mount-Vernon, Feb. 2 D 1775. 
Dent Sir, 
Vour ſervant, on his return from Wil- 
liamſburg, affords me occaſion to anſwer 


your polite letter. I confeſs the ſtate of 


affairs is ſufficiently alarming; which our 
critical ſituation, with regard to the Indians 


does not diminiſh: but as you have wrote to 


Lord Dunmore, relative to the priſoners 


under your charge, there can be no doubt of 
his Lordſhip's having now tranſmitted you 


the neceſſary directions on that ſubject.— 
5 have 


403 

have only to expreſs my molt ardent wiſhes 
that every meaſure, conſiſtent with reaſon 
and ſound policy, may be adopted to keep 
thoſe people, at this time, in good humour; 
for another rupture would not only ruin the 
external, but internal parts of this govern- 
ment. If the journal of your proceedings 
in the Indian war 1s to be publiſhed, I ſhall 
have an opportunity of ſeeing what I have 
long coveted. With us here, things wear a 
diſagreeable aſpect; and the minds of men 
are exceedingly diſturbed at the meaſures of 
the Britiſh government. The King's Speech 
and Addreſs of both Houſes, prognoſticate 

nothing favourable to us; but by ſome ſub- 
_ ſequent proceedings thereto, as well as by 
private letters from London, there is reaſon 
to believe, the Miniſtry would willingly 
change their ground, from a conviction that 
forcible meaſures will be inadequate to the 
end deſigned. A little time muſt now un- 
fold the myſtery, as matters are drawing to a 
point. 
5 8 * am, e vir, 
your friend, and moſt obedient 


Maj or Connolly | 


(Signed) | G. 5. Waſhington. 
. 5 This 


LJ 
This letter ſpoke in plain terms the ſpirit 
of its dictator, and the intelligence I received 
from all quarters confirmed my apprehen- 
ſions. And here I have the conſolation to 
reflect, that my loyalty to my Prince, and 
reſpect for the eſtabliſhed form of govern- 
ment, were too confirmed to admit of the 
| leaſt doubt which party I ſhould eſpouſe; 
I decided inſtantly, and reſolved to exert 
every faculty in defence of the royal cauſe; 
from which reſolution not one idea has ever 
ſwerved, although my ſucceeding misfor- 
tunes left me only the inclination, while it 
deprived me of the power to execute. At 
this time, indeed, I had better proſpects; 
for notwithſtanding that thoſe illegal aſſem- 
blies, called county committees, had gene- 
rally pervaded the thirteen Provinces, I had 
influence enough, not only to prevent any 
ſuch aſſembly in Weſt-Auguſta county, 
where I preſided, but likewiſe to engage a | 
formidable body of friends, at the riſk of 
life and fortune, in ſupport of the conſti- 
tutional authority. 
The battle of Bunker' 5 Hill had now / 
been fought, and the flames of rebellion 
began openly to blaze. I had written to 
= EE Lord 


E 


Lord Dunmore for inſtructions reſpecting 


my conduct, who, I found, would be obliged 


to quit his government; and received for 


| anſwer, that he adviſed me to diſband the 


troops, at the time limited by a& of afſem- 
bly, that they might have no cauſe of com- 


plaint on that head ; that I ſhould convene 
the Indians to a general treaty, reſtore the 


priſoners, and endeavour to incline them to 


eſpouſe the royal cauſe. This laſt proved a 


moſt hazardous enterprize, though not there- 


fore relinquiſhed ; for the aſſembly of Vir- 


ginia, having reſolved themſelves into an un- 


warrantable convention, finding I had . 


vited the contiguous Indian tribes to a ge- 
neral congreſs at Fort Pitt, deputed a com- 


mittee of their own body to inſpect my 


conduct. Theſe people were ordered to im- 


preſs upon the minds of the Indians, the 
juſtice of the hoſtile proceedings againſt this 


country, and the neceſſity of arming, as a 
preliminary to the intended requiſition of 


their auxiliary aid in future. This was the 
direct contrary to what it was my duty, if 


poſſible, to effect; and, narrowly as I was 


watched, I had the happineſs to ſucceed in 


this dangerous and critical undertaking. 
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This was owing to my ſuperior knowledge | 
of Indian manners and tempers, and the 


meaſures I had previouſly taken. I had mot | 


aſſiduouſly cultivated the friendſhip, and in- 
ſinuated myſelf into the favour of my pri. 
ſoners; had convinced them of the adyan- 
tages that might accrue to their nations, by 
adhering to the Britiſh government ; and 
procured their promiſes to negotiate the bu- 
ſineſs with their brethren, which they punc- 
tually performed. Thus I ſecretly fruſtrated 
the machinations of the Republicans, while 
1 received their thanks, and procured aſſu- 
rances from the Indian chiefs to ſupport his 
Majeſty, at all events, as his Majeſty's moſt 
faithful friends and auxiliaries ; as a proof 
of which, I was authorized to tranſmit a 
Jarge belt of wampum to Lord Dunmore, 
ſrom him to be ſent to his Majeſty, as a ſym- 
bol of their inviolable attachment to his 
royal perſon. This public tranſaction em- 
ployed a fortnight, at the end of which I. 
diſmiſſed the Indians perfectly fatisfied and 
informed ; having firſt added an additional 
and conſiderable preſent out of my private 
fortune, to what had been publicly voted for 
that purpoſe, | 77 
The 


[33-1 
The troops lately under my command 
were now diſbanded, the demagogues of fac- 


tion were active, the ſpirit of ſedition was 
every where prevalent, and diſtruſt of each 
other pervaded hearts the moſt loyal. But 


as nothing great or good could be effected 
in times like theſe without riſk, I conſidered 


only what plan was beſt at ſuch a conjunc- 
ture; and having determined, reſolved to act 
with vigour, as a temporizing neutrality was 
neither conſiſtent with my principles nor 
my paſſions, My dcfign briefly was, firſt 
to engage as many gentlemen of conſequence 
as poſſible to Join with me in defence of go- 
vernment, and afterwards to make my way 
| through the country, viſit Lord Dunmore, 
who was now driven, for perſonal ſafety, on 


board a ſhip lying at Norfolk, conſult with 


him, and take his inſtructions concerning 


the moſt effectual mode I and my adherents 
could purſue to ſerve his Majeſty. I began 
by inviting ſuch of my friends as I could 
beſt depend on to an entertainment, where, 
as public diſturbances were now the univerſal 
topic, little addreſs was neceſſary to intro- 
duce ſuch diſcourſe. Encouraged by an 
unanimity of opinion, each man delivered 


his 
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his ſentiments freely ; and as I found them 
univerſally enraged againſt the arbitrary pro- 
ceedings of the Republican party, I ventured 
to predict, that nothing leſs than independen- 
cy, and a total revolution, were intended 
by the leaders of faction, whatever might 
be their pretenſions. My friends were men 
warmed with a high veneration for his Ma- 
jeſty, and the conſtitution ; and as the con- 
verſation operated as I could wiſh, I found 
means to take ſome of the moſt confidential 
aſide, and inform them of my plan, of my 
reſolution to execute it at the hazard of life 
and fortune, and of my expectation of their 
hearty concurrence and aid. The gentlemen 
preſent were moſt of them either officers in 
the militia, or magiſtrates of the county, 
conſequently were thoſe whoſe influence and 
wealth could moſt effectually ſerve the cauſe. 
A ſolemn compact was immediately entered 
into, ſtating, that if an accommodation did 
not take place, and J could procure the ne- 
ceſſary authority to raiſe men, they would, 
at the riſk of life and property, moſt wil- 

| lingly engage to reſtore the conſtitutional 
authority, as far as any co-operative meaſure 

1 from that county could contribute to ſo ſa- 
wary 


* 
lutary a deſign, after which the ſtricteſt ſe- 


crecy was enjoined, and the company 1 
rated. 


The circumſpection and art neceſſary to 
eſcape to Lord Dunmore, occaſioned ſome 


preparatory delay ; and the following inci- 


dent, which will give a lively picture of the 
anarchy of the times, made this delay ſtill 
greater. Two nights before my intended 


departure, my ſervant entered my room after 


midnight, to inform me that an expreſs was 
juſt arrived, with diſpatches from Lord 


Dunmore, and deſired admittance. I or- 


dered him to be brought in, and immediately 
a man followed my ſervant in a travelling 


dreſs, with a packet in his hand. I drew 


my curtain, received it, and was breaking 
open the ſeal, when the villain ſeized me 


by the throat, preſented a piſtol to my breaſt, 


told me I was his priſoner, and, if I offered 
the leaſt reſiſtance, a dead man. I had been 
lo long learning to deſpiſe danger, and ac- 
quire fortityde, that I was not ealily to be 


intimidated. I rightly ſuſpected he had ac- 
complices, ſo leaping up, I drove the fellow 


back, ſeized him, and while ſtruggling gave 
the door a kick, and Gut it by the ſpring. 


lock. 
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lock. I called to my ſervant for my ſword 
or piſtols; but to his ſtupefaction, it is pro- 
bable, I owe my preſent exiſtence; for though 
I ſhould have killed my antagoniſt in ſelf. 
defence, I ſhould have fallen the immediate 
martyr of revenge. My door was quickly 
burſt open by his armed coadjutors, about 
twenty in number ; and the conteſt becom- 
ing unequal, I was compelled to. ſubmit 
myſelf their priſoner. I was ſcarcely al- 
| lowed time to dreſs; my ſervants were ſe- 

_ cured; I was mounted on a horſe brought 
for the purpoſe, hurried away, and obliged 
to ride all night at the riſk of my neck, till 
about ten o'clock in the morning, when | 
found myſelf at Ligonier, reer miles 
from Pittſburgh. 

I ſoon learnt I was in the power of my 
inveterate enemy, the commander of the mi- 
litia, and principal man of the place; who 
had taken this opportunity of wreaking his 
malice, under pretence of ſeizing a dangerous 
perſon and a Tory, an appellation lately re- 

vived, and given by the republicans to tht 
loyaliſts; and which the common peopk 
were taught to hold in ſuch abhorrence, 


that TOY. Was, in their i imaginations, ſyno- 
nimous 


[ 17 ] 


nymous to every thing vile and wicked, My 


only hope, and that a very diſtant one, was, 


a reſcue by my friends; and as I was in- 
formed, that I was ſuſpected of an intention 
to raiſe a body of men to act againſt the li- 


berties of America, to anſwer which accu- 


| fation I muſt immediately be ſent to Con- 
| greſs, I found I could only eſcape, by gain- 


ing time, and protracting a journey ſo de- 


ſtructive to all my future deſigns. The agi- 
tation of mind unavoidable in ſuch times, 


2nd under ſuch circumſtances, with the fa- 
tigue of ſuch an unexpected jaunt, had 
brought on a flight indiſpoſition, which 1 
purpoſely magnified, and prevailed on the 
gentleman in whoſe cuſtody I was, to ſuffer 
me to go to bed; where by continuing the 
ſame pretences, I remained all day, and 
when night came was indulged with a 8 
ther reſpite till the next morning. My wiſh 
was, that my friends, who had the cauſe of 
| loyalty as well as friendſhip at heart, would _ 
gain the paſſes of the Lawrel- hill or Al- 
legheny mountains, and there effect my : 


reſcue, 


In the morning, when we had breakfaſted, 
the guard had mounted, and J reluctantly 
—— on 
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on the point of ſetting off for Philadelphia, 


a man on horſeback arrived at Ligonier from 


the mountains, who had apparently rode 


very hard. He was ſtopped by the Captain 
of the guard, and I ſoon perceived, by their 


whiſpers and change of countenance, he 
brought intelligence they did not like; and 
almoſt at the fame inſtant, another perſon 


was ſeen coming, with the greateſt expedi- 
tion, in the contrary direction from Pittſ- 
burgh, whom I ſoon knew to be one of my 
_ neighbours, though not perfectly ſatisfied at 
that time of his loyalty. To me theſe were 
favourable omens, and my conjectures were 
quickly confirmed, by the arrival of the 
Gentleman who planned and directed this 


expedition, and who now ſaluted me very 


civilly, entered into converſation, ſpoke of 
the diſagreeable proſpect of a civil war, and 


the unjuſtifiable attempts of the Britiſh legi- 


ſlature; which ſuppoſition I repelled, as far 
as the delicacy of my ſituation would permit. 


| Happening to paſs through the kitchen 
of the public houſe where we were, one of 


the maids followed me out, and informed 


me, that a conſiderable body of my friends 
were waitin 8 at the Lawrel- hill, who had 
” — vowed 


1 190 ] 


yowed to put every man to the ſword whom 


they ſhould find guarding me, and after- 
wards to burn down the houſe of their prin- 


cipal, in revenge for ſuch a lawleſs outrage. 
This intelligence perfectly explained ap- 
pearances, and gave me boldneſs, ſo that 
when I re-entered, I preſently came to an 


eclairciſſement with my enemy. I obſerved 


to him, that his conduct ſeemed to precipi- 
tate the horrors of civil diſſenſion, and that 
his having recourſe to an armed force to re- 
move me out of my own country, in ſo hoſ- 
tile and ſuſpicious a manner, could not fail 
toawaken the reſen tment of my friends, who, : 
undoubtedly, on ſuch a preſſing occaſion, 
would have recourſe to force alſo, and repel 
violence by violence: I added, that it was 


mutually our duty to ſuppreſs, not en- 


courage ſuch proceedings, for they were in- 
dubitably big with the moſt dreadful cala- 


mities. The concluſion was, I was per- 


mitted to return home, and very gladly took 
my leave, I had not yet, however, paſſed 


the boundaries of danger. 


I had not proceeded far on my return, be- 
fore I met one of my ſervants with a led 


horſe, and a  portmacitona of cloaths for my 
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uſe, in caſe J had been taken to Philadel- 


phia. He informed me of ſeveral perſons 


he had ſeen aſſembled at Hannah's Town, 


whoſe political characters were the reverſe 


of mine, and that he ſuſpected they intend- 
ed me ſome injury; and accordingly we pre- 


ſently ſaw three perſons approach, whom J 


knew to be Magiſtrates of Pennſylvania, and 
whom I had ſome time before been under 


: the neceſſity of arreſting and holding to bail, 


becauſe they would perſiſt to execute their 


magiſterial functions beyond the limits of 
their own province and county, (as related | 
in the beginning of this narrative), very 
much to the prejudice of his Majeſty's ſub- 
jects in the colony of Virginia. Theſe Gen- 


tlemen, who were accompanied by the She- 


riff, after a haſty ſalute, arreſted me on a 
writ of twenty thouſand pounds damages, 


for having confined their perſons. They 


propoſed returning to Ligonier with me ; to 


this I objected, alledging, that the action 


was of ſo ſtrange a nature, I would not give 
bail, but inſiſted on being taken to the 


county gaol, which was near my own home 


and friends. 


TED ©: y 


[ be Pl 


My partizans having heard of my releaſe 


at Ligonier, and not ſuſpecting any farther 


attempts, were fatisfied and diſperſed, and 
remained quiet for two or three days; but 
when they heard I was again detained at Han- 
nah's Town, under a freſh pretext, they 
were greatly enraged, and were only pre- 
vented from proceeding to extremities, by 


the prudence of a few individuals. A letter 


was, however, immediately ſent from the 


ſenior Magiſtrate of the county, over which 


| | had the honor to preſide, to the committee 
of Weſtmoreland county, written in a firm 
though proper tone, demanding my releaſe. 
This had inſtantly the deſired effect, and 1 


was at length allowed to return to Pittſ- 


burgh, where I was met by a great number 
of my adherents, armed, and 1mpatiently 
| waiting the ; iſſue. My gratitude and feel- 


ings at the firmneſs of their attachment were 


powerful, and after returning them my 


thanks in the moſt expreſſive manner 1 could, 
they again diſperſed. 


1 hw related theſe incidents, Peg 
they are not only deſcriptive of the factious 
ſpirit that prevailed, and how plauſibly pri- 


vate pique could aſſume the appearance of 
"PROP 
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public ſpirit, but tend likewiſe to ſhew, 
that formidable as the republican party was, 
the loyaliſts were not leſs. ſo; and that had 
it not been for the after impediment, of a_ 
long and rigorous impriſonment, I ſhould 
undoubtedly have had the power, by col- 
lecting, encouraging, and heading my friends, 
to have ſerved my king and country moſt 
Ps ” 
Once more at liberty, I had now to pur- 
ſue my plan of viſiting Lord Dunmore; but 
the diſtance I had to travel, and the lawleſs 
and ſuſpicious temper of the times, made 
| this no eaſy matter. The treaty which! 
had concluded with the Indians, gave me 
oſtenſible buſineſs to the Committee at Win- 
cheſter ; and the better to hide my intenti- 
ons, I prevailed with three of the Indian 
Chiefs to accompany me thither, carrying 
with me a copy of the treaty, calculated for 
the inſpection of the Preſident and Conven- 
tion aſſembled at Richmond. I travelled 
about one hundred and eighty miles from 
Fort Pitt, till I came to the warm ſprings 
in Frederick county, without any remark- 
able occurrence. Here I met a great con- 
courſe of Gentlemen from the different go- 
vernments, 


( 24] 


vernments, who delivered ſentiments very 


oppoſite to mine; but though I had the 
caution not to contradict, notwithſtanding | 
that I heard the groſſeſt falſhoods induſtri- 
ouſly propagated, yet my filence was con- 
ſtrued into diſſenſion, and I was given to 
underſtand, I was a ſuſpected perſon, and 
that it had been propoſed to form a commit- 
tee to enquire into my conduct and intenti- 
ons. Though this arbitrary examination 


was dropped, I learnt, that ſeveral Gentlemen 


had written to the Committee at Wincheſ- 


ter, deſcribing me as a ſuſpicious and dan- 


gerous character. I determined, however, 


to proceed; and concluded, that if I could 


| | eſcape, with plauſibility, this one more diffi- 
_ culty, I might obtain ſome certificate of the 
ſatisfaction my conduct had given this newly 
erected tribunal, which might ſerve as a 
paſſport through the remainder of my jour- 


ney. 


The day after 1 arrived, the expected 
ſcrutiny took place, and I found not only 


the letters written from the ſuſpicious va- 


letudinarians of the warm ſprings, but one 


come expreſs from the clerk of the county 


vhere I We E, replets with aſ- 


ſurances 


—— — — — — 
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ſurances to the committee, of my dangerous 


and Tory principles; and expreſſive of a con- 
viction, that I intended to join Lord Dun- 


more, and meditated every oppoſition to the 
laudable purpoſes then adopted for the ſup- 


preſſion of tyranny. To men enflamed with 
enthuſiaſtic ideas of infringed rights, this 
was a charge moſt criminal: I endeavoured 


to avert and ſoften it, by declaring, firſt, in 
general terms, that though my reverence 


for the King and Conſtitution might, at 


ſome moments, poſſibly have betrayed me : 
into expreſſions reflecting on certain proceed- 


ings, which, I could not help dreading, 


might plunge our unhappy country into all 


the horrors of a civil war, yet I had ever 


exerted myſelf to the utmoſt extent of my 
abilities for the public good, in all affairs 


yew I had been deemed worthy to tranſ- 


: that I flattered myſelf, the treaty and 
_— OY the Indians, now open for 


their inſpection, would vouch for my aſſer- 

tions: that with reſpect to letters and ſuſ- | 
picions, they were no proofs; and that the 
letter moſt poſitive in accuſation, came from 


a perſon not inſtigated by a love of juſtice 
and his country, but by motives far leſs 
e | praiſc- 
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praiſe-worthy, of which 1 gave them ſatiſ- 
factory and notorious proofs. 


And now an incident happened, that turn- 
ed the ſcale entirely in my favour, for juſt 
as the Clerk of the Committee had finiſhed 


reading the Indian treaty, an expreſs ar- 


rived with diſpatches from the Preſident of 
the Convention, held at Richmond, con- 


taining not only an entire approbation of my 
conduct, in the before- mentioned Indian trea- 


ty, of which the Commiſſioners, ſent to in- 
ſpect and aſſiſt, had given an account, but 
likewiſe a polite and complimentary letter 


from the Preſident to me, expreſſing a deſire 


to ſee me along with the Indian Chiefs. This 
produced every thing I could wiſh. The 
Clerk was ordered to give me a copy of a 
reſolve, fignifying their entire ſatisfaction, 
at my good and able conduct, and their be- 
lief, of my having acted heretofore, in a 
manner conducive to the liberties of Ame 


rica. 


It was not my purpoſe, howerer, to viſit 
the convention, but Lord Dunmore : : the 
next day, therefore, I informed the Indians, 
I muſt now part with them, as my buſineſs 


required I ſhould take a different rout 3” ad- 
J) ——_—_—_— 
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' viſed them to meet the Convention at Rich- 
mond; brought to their recollection, the 
duty I had fo often inculcated, and took my 
leave; but not without regret at parting 
with men, who, though unpoliſhed and 
barbarous, had great integrity of heart, and 
an inviolable friendſhip. | 
So full was the country become of Com: 
mittees, new raiſed militia, petty officers, 
and other perſons officially buſy, in hopes 
of being diſtinguiſhed, that the utmoſt 
cCircumſpection was continually neceſſary. 
When I came to Frederickſburg, I dined with 
an old friend, in better days Doctor, after- 
wards General Mercer, and killed at Prince 
Town, in an action with the ſeventeenth re- 
giment, and becauſe I was filent, when in- 
flammatory and unconſtitutional toaſts and 
ſentiments were drank, the next day, when 
I again ſet off on my journey, I found they | 
had placed a ſpy upon me, under the ap- 
pearance of an accidental traveller on the 
road to Richmond. 
Him, however, I I had the addreſs to ſhake 
off. When I came near Williamſburg, I 
contrived ſo as to paſs through the town in 
the night. I faw ſeveral officers and ſol- 
diers, 
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diers, and was hailed by the centinels, but 
anſwering, a friend,” they ſuppoſed me a 
country Gentleman, and ſuffered me to pals. 


Though the rains had been, and were ex- 
ceedingly heavy, attended with violent thun- 
der and lightning, I did not ſtop till I came 

to York- Town, which was towards mid- 


night, and there, thoroughly drenched, and 


exceſſively fatigued, I went to bed. Being 


now near the end of my journey, in the 
morning I again ſet forward, through ſtill 


unremitting rain, which, though very diſ- 
agreeable, was a very convenient circum- 
ſtance, for the militia and inhabitants were 


| obliged to keep 1 in their houſes, and I paſſed : 
through Hampton ſafe and unobſerved. I 


here procured a boat, and by a little fineſſe 


with the watermen, got on board the ſhip 


where Lord Dunmore uſually remained. 


His Lordſhip was gone on ſhore to Goſport, a 
whither I inſtantly followed, and immedi- 
ately obtained the ardently withed- for 1 


ſure of an interview. 
Thoſe only who have 20 ſuch times, 


and been in ſimilar ſituations; who have felt 


the like paſſionate deſire to diſtinguiſh them- 


ſelves in the ſervice of their King and coun- 
E 2 — try, "i 
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try, and the like apprehenſions of being pre- 
vented, thoſe only can conceive the ſatisfac- 
tion I experienced at this moment. I had 
been twice a priſoner, and twice reſcued; 
had paſſed the Apalachian Mountains, and 
come upwards of four hundred and fifty 
miles, through a country where every eye 
| ſeemed intuitively ſuſpicious ; had formed a 
party in favour of the cauſe I had eſpouſed ; 
and my heart ſwelled with the hopes of do- 
ing ſomething eminently conſpicuous : I had 
happily joined a Nobleman, whoſe loyal ſen- 
timents correſponded with my own, and 
who made it an invariable rule never to ſuf- 
fer thoſe who preferred their allegiance to 
the vain applauſes of a giddy multitude, to 
paſs undiſtinguiſhed. Thus far ſucceſs at- 
tended my efforts, and I was happy: the re- 
verſe of the medal muſt preſently appear. 
It was evident, on conſulting with Lord 
Dunmore, and informing him of the plan I 
had concerted, and the confederacy I had 
formed, that when his Lordſhip was rein- 
forced with ſupplies from Britain, a co-ope- 
rative body of troops from Canada, and the 
weſtern frontiers of Virginia, with Indian 
_ auxiliaries, would be ready to act at the time 
that 


1 


lineſs, and as his Lordſhip ſeemed perſuaded 
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that Sir William Howe would draw their 


principal attention to the northward. This 


would not only be productive of the reſti- 
tution of the royal authority in this colony, 
but have a general tendency to promote the 
ſucceſs of his Majeſty's arms, and the like 
happy effects univerſally. His Lordſhip 
therefore diſpatched me to General Gage at 
Boſton, to lay before his Excellency the pro- 
jected ſcheme, and to deſire his concurrence 
and co-operation. But as Lord Dunmore 
had promiſed the Indian Chiefs, when in 
their country, that he would certainly meet 
them in perſon the enſuing ſpring, at Fort 
Pitt, finally to adjuſt all differences; and as 
the rebellion had rendered it impoſſible to 
keep his promiſe, he was ſolicitous to tranſ- 
mit an apology to a Chief of the Delawares, 
intimating in ſome meaſure the cauſe of this 


diſappointment, This ſpeech his Lordſhip 


gave to my charge, and defired me to tranſ- 
mit to a Mr. Gibſon, of Pittſburgh, that 


he might interpret it to the Chief. I had 


reaſon to ſuſpe& Lord Dunmore repoſed too 
much confidence in this Gentleman, but as 


he had lately been with his Lordſhip on bu- 


E 

he was worthy of being truſted, I gave up 
ſuſpicions that afterwards appeared to be but 
too well founded. Ideas of former intima- 
cy and juvenile friendſhip aroſe in my mind, 
for we had been long acquainted, and I felt 
an anxiety to preſerve him from meaſures, 
which I deemed deſtructive to both his in- 
tereſt and honour. When therefore I ſent 
him the ſpeech, I likewiſe encloſed the fol- 

lowing letter : 1 


1 Portſmouth, Aug. 9, 1775. 
Dear Sir, | 
1 am fafely arrived here, and am happy, to 
the greateſt degree, in having ſo fortunately 
eſcaped the narrow inſpection of my enemies, 
the enemies to their country, to good order, 
and to government. I ſhould eſteem myſelf 
defective in point of friendſhip towards you, 
ſhould I negle& to caution you to avoid an 
over zealous exertion of what is now ridi- 
culouſly called patriotic ſpirit : but, on the 
contrary, to deport yourſelf with that mo- 
deration for which you have always been re- 
markable, and which muſt, in this inſtance, 
tend to your honour and advantage. Vou 
may be aſſured from me, Sir, that nothing 
2 8 but 
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but the greateſt unanimity now prevails at 


home; that the innovating ſpirit amongſt 
us here is looked upon as ungenerous and un- 


dutiful ; that the utmoſt exertions of the 


powers of government, if neceſſary, will be 


uſed to convince the infatuated people of 


their folly. I could, I aſſure you, Sir, give 


you ſuch convincing proofs of what I aſſert, 


and from which every reaſonable perſon 
may conclude the effects, that nothing but 


madneſs could operate upon a man ſo far as 


to overlook his duty to the preſent conſtitu- 
tion, and to form unwarrantable aſſociations 
with enthuſiaſts, whoſe ill-timed folly muſt 
draw upon them inevitable deſtruction. His 
Lordſhip deſires you to preſent his hand to 


Capt. White-Eyes, and to aſſure him that 


he is very ſorry he had not the pleaſure of 
| ſeeing him at the treaty, or that the ſitua- 
tion of affairs prevented him from coming 
down. Believe me, dear Sir, that I have 
no motive in writing my ſentiments thus to 
you, farther than to endeavour to ſteer you 
clear of the misfortunes which I am confi- 
dent muſt involve, but unhappily, too many. 
[ have ſent you an addreſs from the Peo- 
ple of Great-Britain to the People of Ame- 


rica; 


mn cy o—_—g — — — —_— 
———_— — kk — 2 = — 22 — —— — 


oo — — —— — — 
r — -= 


—— 
— — — On Sonny — 


1 


rica; and I deſire you to conſider it atten- 


tively, which will, I flatter myſelf, con- 


vince you of the idleneſs of many declama- 
tions, and of the abſurdity of an intended 
flavery. Give my love to George, and tell 
him he ſhall hear from me, and I hope to 
his advantage. Interpret the incloſed ſpeech 
to Capt. White-Eyes from his Lordſhip ; 


be prevailed upon to ſhun the popular error, 


and judge for yourſelf ; act as a good ſub- 


"or and expect the rewards due to your 


ſervices. 
Jam, dear Kir, 
Vour ſincere friend and ſervant, 
Joun ConnoLLy. 
To John Gibſon, Eſquire, 


near Fort Dunmore. 


To a mind impreſſed with the ſlighteſt 


ſenſe of rectitude, and that has ever once 


conceived the meaning of the word honour, 


it ſcems impoſſible that any man can be baſe 
enough to betray a private confidential cor- 


reſpondence, more eſpecially where the in- 


tention was indiſputably benevolent and 
friendly. This diſhonourable act, however, 
Was Mr. Gibſon' s: he laid my letter before 


the 


404-1 


the county committee, to which I am to at- 
tribute my ſucceeding misfortunes, and a 
five year's captivity, Many other letters of 


mine were ſent, at the ſame time, and by the 


ſame conveyance, to perſons who afterwards 


accepted offices of high truſt under the Re- 


publican government; yet none, either then 
or ſince, ever divulged my opinions. This 
gentleman, for his treacherous diſplay of 
patriotiſm, was honoured with a conſequen- 


tial military command; and I have fre- 


quently had the mortification to ſee him en- 


joy the warm ſun-ſhine of freedom and fa- 


vour, from the window of an 1 inhoſpitable 


priſon.— hut to return. 

It was agreed I ſhould go to Boſton, 60 
which voyage a ſmall ſchooner was provided 
and manned from the Otter ſloop, and I ſet 
out for head quarters, charged with Lord 
Dunmore's diſpatches to the commander in 


chief, where I arrived after a voyage of ten 


days. 


Secret and expeditious as I had hitherto 
been, my arrival at Boſton was ſoon known 


to General Waſhington. The inhabitants, 
buy permiſſion, were daily going in and out 
of the town ; and ſome of them had ſo far 


F corru pied 


an Engliſhman, had lived with Lord Dun- 


tive to my paſt proceedings and future in- 
tentions. 


General Gage, he was well acquainted with 
American affairs, and ſaw the advantages that 
were likely to reſult from their brink put in 


(then in the American ſervice) had already 
began an expedition againſt Canada by the 
Kennebec River, and other obſtacles inter- 
vened, I could not immediately proceed to 


Virginia, taking with me his Excellency's 
inſtructions to the officers commanding at 


delays always inſeparable from ſea voyages, 


[14] 
corrupted my ſervant, as to obtain from him 
ſuch intelligence as he could give. He was 


more, and had acquaintance in General 
Waſhington's family, to whom, ſome ſhort 
time after, he eloped, where he reported a 
ſtrange mixture of truth and falſhood, rela- 


When my propoſitions were laid before 


execution : they met, therefore, with his 
entire approbation. But as General Arnold 


Quebec, as was at firſt intended, ſo it was 
thought moſt expedient I ſhould return to 


the Illinois and Detroit, as well as to the 
deputy ſuperintendant of Indian affairs. 
After experiencing ſeveral of thoſe tedious 


and 


* 1 

and calling on board the Aſia, lying at New- 
York, agreeable to the directions of Lord 
Dunmore, to enquire for diſpatches from 
En gland, I arrived once more at Portſmouth, 

and rejoined his Lordſhip on the 12th of 
October. A ſhort fit of ſickneſs, occaſioned. 
by exceflive fatigue and anxiety, for I had 
travelled this year upwards of four thouſand 
miles, and always upon affairs that lay heavy 
on the mind, held me in a ſuſpenſe that, 
while it laſted, made illneſs doubly irkſome. 
As ſoon, however, as I was able, I con- 
ſulted with his Lordſhip upon my plan and 
future proceedings; and on the 5th of No- 
vember, 1775, a commiſſion of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Commandant, under his Lordſhip's 
ſign manual, as his Majeſty's repreſentative, 
was given me, with full power and autho- 
rity to raiſe a battalion of men, and as many 
independent companies as I could. The 
deputy ſuperintendant of Indian affairs was 
directed to make ſuch expences in that de- 
partment, as I might judge requiſite for his 
Majeſty s ſervice; and the officer command- 
ing a detachment of the eighteenth regiment 
at the IIlinois, was ordered to join me at 
Detroit, by the Ouabache communication. 


* | The 
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The commanding officer at Detroit, like- 
wiſe, was deſired to give every encourage- 
ment to the Canadians of his diſtrict, to 
embody themſelves for the expedition under 
my orders; and every other matter was ſo 
arranged, as to give the faireſt proſpect of 
ſucceſs. Theſe diſpolitions were made con- 
formable to appearances and probabilities. 
Early the next ſpring, we had the ſtrongeſt 
reaſon to hope, that a formidable body of 


| Britiſh troops would take the field; that the 


combined force of the enemy muſt be drawn 
to the northward, and that I ſhould have 
an opportunity of marching from Pittſburg, 
with the detachment of the eighteenth regi- 
ment, the new-raiſed corps, and Indian aux- 
iliaries, ſo as to form a junction with Lord 
Dunmore at Alexandria. By this means the 
communication between the ſouthern and 
northern governments would have been in- 
terrupted, and a favourable turn indiſputably 
given to his Majeſty s affairs in the ſouthern 
Provinces. 
To put theſe defigns into action, the ſer- 
vice required I ſhould firſt go to Detroit, to 
gain which there were ſeveral routes. But 
28 this garriſon lay at leaſt ſeven hundred 


miles 


13 
miles diſtant in the ſtraiteſt poſſible directi- 
on, and as the circuitous roads were not 
only very tedious, but liable to other objec- 
tions, I determined to go the ſhorteſt way 

through Maryland. In this my knowledge 
of the country and the people, made me ſo 
far juſtifiable, that I ſhould undoubtedly. 

have ſucceeded, and paſſed ſafe, had it not 
been for an accident (before alluded to) of 
which I could not then poſſibly have any 
foreſight. My inſtructions and commiſſion 
were concealed in the ſticks of my ſervant's 
mail pillion, artfully contrived for that pur- 
poſe, and in the night of the 13th of No- 
vember, 1775, I took my leave of Lord 
Dunmore, and ſet off in company with Lieu- 
tenant Allen Cameron, and Dr. John Smyth. 
Theſe Gentlemen were both ſtaunch loy- 
aliſts, men of abilities, and very agreeable 
to me. Mr. Cameron was from Scothnd. 
and well acquainted with the Indians and 
Indian affairs, having acted as agent under 
the honourable John Stuart, ſuperintendant 
general of that department. He had ſuffer- 
ed much abuſe for his unſhaken loyalty, pre- 
vious to his coming into Virginia, and had re- 
fuſed the republican offers of military rank 
in 
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in South Carolina with diſdain. He had 
come with diſpatches from Governor Lord 

William Campbell, of South Carolina, 
Tonyn of Eaſt Florida, and the honourablz 
John Stuart, and intended to ſerve in a corps 
of Highland emigrants, then raiſing at Boſ- 
ton, and ſince the eighty-tourth regiment, 
His loyalty, courage, and good conduct, 
were ſo well eſtabliſhed, that Lord Dun- 
more thought him a proper perſon to ac- 
company me, and gave him a lieutenant's 
commiſſion, leaving it with me to advance 
him to a company, if I thought good, on 
raiſing the corps, which from the experi- 
ence I afterwards had of his worth and eſti- 
mable qualities, I ſhould certainly have 
done. Dr. Smyth was a Gentleman, who 
had reſided in Maryland, but his nonconfor- 
mitjy to the temper of the times, had made 

him obnox1ous to the republican party. In- 
capable of temporizing, he was on his way 
to Weſt Florida, to eſcape the turbulence 
of faction, and act agreeably to his princi- 
ples. Obſerving him to be a man of quick 
penetration, firm loyalty, and ready to ſerve 
his Majeſty at all hazards, intimately ac- 
quainted too with the lower parts of Mary- 
Cm land, 
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land, through which J intended to paſs, I 


ſolicited him to accompany me likewiſe, de- 
ſigning to make him ſurgeon to the regi- 
ment. 


We began our unfortunate journey by the 
way of the Potowmac River, intending to 


land on the Maryland fide near Port Tobac- 
co, and by a feint, leave the Pittſburgh road, 


and proceed by a private route to a place 
called the Standing Stone, which was be- 


yond the influence of county committees, 
and from whence to Detroit is not above 


ſeven days journey. This, however, was 
prevented by a furious north-weſt wind, that 
drove us up the river St. Mary's, where we 
landed and took the road like ordinary tra- 
vellers. We proceeded on, unmoleſted, till 


the evening of the 19th, when we were on 


the very border of the frontier, and almoſt 


out of danger. We ſtopped for the night 


at a public houſe about five miles beyond 
8 s Town, the landlord of which knew 
From him we learnt, that although 


it was known 1 had been on board with 


Lord Dunmore, yet it was ſuppoſed ] ſhould 

return quietly to Pittſburgh, as ſoon as I 

had ſettled my own perſonal concerns; nei- 
ther 
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ther was it known that I had been to Boſ- 


ton. The misfortune that hung over my 


head was the effect, not of temerity, but 


unſuſpected private treachery, and the man- 
ner in which this happened was as follows: 


Some ſhort time before we came to our inn 


in the evening, a young man met us, that 
had formerly been a private under my com- 
mand at Pittſburgh, and ſaluted me, as he 
paſſed, by the title of Major. This gare 


ſome - uneaſineſs to the gentlemen with me, 


who wiſhed to have him ſecured ; but as I 


could not paſs through this country without 
the probability of being known by many, 


and as any violence, or even art, uſed with | 


the man, were likely rather to produce than 
avoid the effects they feared; beſide, that 
there was not really any probable danger, | 
thought it by far moſt prudent to ſuffer him 
to paſs unnoticed. About ten o'clock the 
ſame night, this man went to a beer-houſe in 
 Hagar's Town, and mixed with ſome officers 
of the Minute-men (a ſpecies of the Volun- 


teer Militia) where hearing ſome perſon in 
company enquire who thoſe gentlemen were 
that paſſed through the town in the evening, 
he replied, that one of them was Major Con- 

_ nolly. 
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nolly. Unfortunately for me a copy of my 
letter to Mr. Gibſon, with Lord Dunmore's 


ſ><cech to the Delaware Chief, had been ſent, 
only two days before, to the Colonel of the 


Minute Men, who had ſpoken of it as a 


demonſtration of my Tory principles to the 
ofticers then preſent ; they, therefore, im- 


mediately informed their Colonel of my 


having paſſed through the town, and he, 


with as much expedition, ſent a body of his 


men after us, to oblige us to return, that 
we might be examined before the committee. 
About two o'clock in the morning they ſud- 


denly broke into the room where we lay, 


and made us priſoners. We were conducted 
to Hagar's Town, kept in ſeparate houſes 
during the next day and night, and ſuffered 
that kind of diſturbance and abuſe which 
E might be expected from undiſciplined ſol-⸗ 


diers, and a clamorous rabble, at ſuch a 
criſis. The day following, the committee 


being aſſembled, my letter was produced, as 
a teſtimony of my political principles being 5 
repugnant to their own; and the ſpeech of 


Lord Dunmore commented upon, as de- 


iigned to influence the Indians to act againft 


them, in caſe of hoſtilities with Great- Bri- 
© 0 tain, 
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tain. To which I anſwered, the ſentiments 
contained in my letter were the reſult of 


friendſhip for a perſon, with whom TI had 


had a long and early acquaintance. They 
were not calculated to publicly prejudice 


their meaſures ; and the perſon adviſed was 
entirely at liberty to purſue his own incli- 


nations. It extended no farther than the 


giving a private opinion ; and the only per- 
fon culpable was he who could fo unwar- 


rantably betray a confidential letter. With 


reſpect to the ſpeech, I obſerved, it was 


merely an apology from Lord Dunmore to 
the Indians; he not being able to meet them 


in council at Pittſburgh, agreeable to his 


promiſe the preceding year. The heat of 


party reſentment ſeemed confiderably abated. 


when they had heard me; but it was never- | 
_ theleſs reſolved, I mould not proceed home 
(where they ſuppoſed me going) till the ſenſe 


of the whole committee, aſſembled at Fre- 


derick Town, could be taken. This fatal 


: reſolution, carried only by a ſmall majority, 
was, I foreſaw, deſtruction to my hopes, as 


the news of my having been at Boſton mult | 
{oon get abroad. Vn 


And 
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And now, inſtead of presedüg in the ; 
ſervice to which my heart was devoted, the 
next day we were eſcorted back to Frederick 

Town, about thirty-five miles, in a retro- 
grade direction, from where we were taken. 


Here, the firſt houſe I entered, I ſaw a Co- 
lonel well known to me, who had juſt re- 


turned from before Boſton, and who pro- 


ceeded, without heſitation, to inform me, 


that General Waſhington knew the time of 
my coming to, and the very day of my leav- 
ing Boſton ; and that it was generally ſup- 
poſed I intended getting into the weſtern 
part of the Quebec government by the Miſ- 
ſiſſipi. All attempts at denial were now 


idle. 


The committee were anxious to ſeize my 


papers; but, as I found their ſearch ineffectual, 
I told them they had been ſent to Quebec: 
and, after repeated examination, my port- 
manteau was returned to my ſervant, with- 


out diſcovery. Yet, although Dr. Smyth 


and myſelf had ſeveral times, before we left 
Norfolk, ſeverely ſcrutinized and deſtroyed | 


every paper that might affect us, there was 


a manuſcript that had been wrapt round a 


ſtick of black ball by my ſervant, ſo foiled 
G 2 and 
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and beſmeared, as to have eſcaped the ſearch 
both of ourſ:lves there, and the committee 
here, who were as induſtrious as they were 
ſuſpicious. This paper, which contained a 
rough draft of propoſitions, ſuppoſed to have 
been laid before General Gage by me, but 
which really was not the caſe, was diſcovered 

in conſequence of a freſh examination de- 
manded by a Member of Congreſs, who ar- 
rived at the committee ſome days after we 
had been taken to Frederick Town, and was | 
publiſhed as my confeſſion, though I re- | 
peatedly, and with truth, denied the FRE 
of the ſuppoſition. 

We were now decidedly ——_—_ and it 
became one of my chief concerns leſt my 
friends of Weſt Auguſta County might ſuffer 
from my misfortune. I, therefore, obtained 
an interview with the Member of Congreſs, 
and endeavoured to eradicate every ſuſpicion 
from his mind, by introducing ſuch conver- 
ſation as I judged moſt conducive to this 
purpoſe. Among other matters, this gen- 
tleman informed me, that Congreſs ſeeing 
the conſequences of civil war inevitable, had 
come to a determination that officers taken 
by taem ſhould be admitted to their parole, 


and 
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and treated with every lenity conſiſtent with 
the public intereſt, as they expected a ſimilar 


indulgence would be extended to the unfor- 


tunate on their fide, who ſhould become 
priſoners, How far this reſolution was ad- 
hered to, the ſubſequent part of this narra- 
tive will teſtify. The idea was, indeed, to 


me very renovating ; it gave me to hope, that 


although a priſoner now, and my efforts for 
the preſent impeded, I ſhould ſoon regain my 


liberty, and have ſtill the power to prove 


myſelf an active ſupporter of ame conſtitu- 


tional government. 


Wi'. were now removed to the houſe of the 
Colonel of the Minute- men, and confined 
in a room where we had no reaſon to com- 


plain of lodging, or diet; but the clamorous 


gabbling of this raw militia was eternal and 
noiſy beyond conception. They were igno- 
rant, and ſtupidly turbulent; and their 
guard, which was relieved every four-and- 
twenty hours, gave a night of entertainment 
to themſelves and viſitors, and of tantalizing 
perturbation to me, whoſe heart was incef- 


lantly panting after other ſcenes, and diffe- 


TENT companions. 


My 
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My ſervant, who was a man of great fide- 
lity and adroitneſs, was not confined ; and 
as he had gathered ſome flight intimations 
that matters of conſequence were in the pil- 
lion ſticks, and obſerving the ſaddle and its 
appendages ſuſpended in an adjoining ſhed, 
after having undergone a ſevere but fruitleſs 
ſcrutiny by the committee, he ſeized a fa- 
vourable moment in the dead of night, 
opened the ſticks, examined their contents 
by the light of a fire, and finding of what 
importance they were, deſtroyed. them all, 
except my commiſſion. This he ſealed up, 
and conveyed to me, with a note informing 
me of what he had done, by means of a 
negroe girl, that had before been proved to : 
be faithful. 
Among other conjectures, on the probable 
operations of Congreſs, I began to reflect, that 
they would certainly ſend a body of men 
down the Ohio, to capture the ſmall garri- 
ſon at Huſkuſkis, as they were in great want 
of ſtores and ordnance. I therefore wiſhed 
very much to inform Captain Lord, who 
commanded at the Illinois, of his imminent 
danger, and adviſe him to quit his poſt, and 
gain Detroit, by the Ouabache communi- 
cation, — 
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cation, without delay. We had obſerved, 
that towards day-light, our guard frequently 

exhauſted by their own noiſe and folly, were 


inclined to a momentary quiet, and as no 
centry were regularly relieved, but all were 
on duty at the ſame time, we concluded 
there was a poſſibility for one of my com- 
panions to effect an eſcape. But as verbal 
intelligence might not find immediate cre- 

dit, it was neceſſary I ſhould write, and in 
this our good Negroe again aſſiſted us: ſhe 


procured paper, and an ink- horn, which 


ſhe contrived to leave between the bed and 
2 licking bottom, unnoticed by the guard. 


Thus furniſhed, I wrote the neceſſary let- 
ters, and Dr. Smyth willingly offering his 


| fervices for this laborious undertaking, we 


contrived to unſcrew the lock from the door, : 


and towards morning, juſt as the guard were 
nodding i in their chairs, he llipt down ſtairs 


unobſerved. We had ſcarce time to ſcrew 

the lock on again, and lie down, before the 

guard entered our room, but ſeeing ſome of 
us in bed, they concluded we were all there, 


fo cried all ſafe, and retired. This buſineſs 
was very critically effected, for the next day 


we 


— 
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we were to be removed towards Philadel... 
phia, purſuant to an order of Congreſs. 
In the morning, when it was found that 
Dr. Smyth had made his eſcape, we felt ſuch 
conſequences as might naturally be expected 
from vulgar and exaſperated men, and were 
plentifully loaded with opprobrious epi— 
8 
It was on the 29th of December, 1975, 
in a ſeverely cold ſeaſon of the year, that we 
ſet out for Philadelphia, a journey of one 
hundred and ſixty miles. We were eſcorted 
by a party of militia dragoons ; our ſpurs 
were taken off, our horſes placed parallel like 
coach horſes, with their heads tied together 
in a very confined manner, and a horſeman, 
with a long rope, attached to the interme- 
diate cord, rode before, rudely conducting 
us in whatever direction he thought proper. 
My ſervant was allowed to follow with my 
portmanteau, but not having taken off his 
ſpurs, the populace ran violently up to him, 
and cut through his boot and ſtocking to 
tear them! away. We were obliged to Per- 
form a conſiderable journey that day, in a 
manner painful to remember; the road was 


rough, 
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rough, the ſnow on the ground, the rivu- 


lets numerous and frozen, and a track for the 


horſes obliged to be broken through them. 


Theſe were only made wide enough for a 


ſingle horſe, and notwithſtanding our in- 


treaties to the contrary, we Were obliged to 


enter all theſe narrow paſſes, with our horſes 
abreaſt, the conſequence of which was, a 


continual conteſt between the poor animals, 
to preſerve the open communication, alter- 
nately forcing each other to jump upon the 
firm ice, or break a larger extent in the 


| ſtruggle. Our knees were repeatedly bruiſ- 


ed, and our limbs in imminent danger of 


being broken, by the inceſſant falls and war- 
fare of the horſes. Sorry am I to ſay, it ra- 


ther afforded cauſe of merriment to our con- 
ductors, than any ſcope for the exerciſe of 


benevolence. For the honour of humanity, 


however, it ſhould be obſerved, that our 


guard conſiſted of the loweſt and moſt irra- 


tional of the inhabitants, in and near the 
town of F rederick, and their captain a com- 


mon ſurgeon- barber. 


On the ſecond day we 3 Vork Town, 5 
where a committee aſſembled to determine 


how they were to lodge us. Their delibe- 
; H rations 
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date every Gentleman from future efforts of 
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rations were not of long continuance; we 
were committed to a room in the county 
goal, in which was a dirty ſtraw bed, little 
covering; and, notwithſtanding the in— 
clemency of the ſeaſon, no fire; add to 
which, their new made ſoldiers were fo fond 
of fife and drum, that they entertained us 
all night with this muſic. The next morn- 
ing was the firſt of January 1776, and we 
were conducted from goal to the tavern, 
where our horſes were, by an officer's guard, 
and a drum beating the rogue's march. Here 


we were conſigned once more to our polite 


friends of Frederick Town, who, to the no 
ſmall entertainment of the populace, ironi- 


cally and vociferouſly complimented us with 


many wiſhes of a happy new year. 

Led in this inſulting manner, by a for- 
midable guard, and exhibited in terrorem to 
all loyaliſts, I now too plainly faw the pro- 
bability of my falling a political facrifice, 


and that this parade of indignity was but the 
_ commencement of my ſufferings. I was the 


firſt perſon of influence, who had attempted 


to ſupport the Royal cauſe, by raiſing troops 


in America. That they meant to intimi- 


that 
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that nature, not only by expoſing me as an 


object of contempt to one party, and of 
dread to the other, but of. unrelenting per- 


ſecution likewiſe, will I think be evident 
from the facts contained in this narrative. 


Let it, however, be always underſtood, both 


here, and in all other places, where I men- 
tion the rigours I ſuſtained, that I do not 


mean to accuſe any man, or ſet of men, any 
farther than a fair ſtatement of my own caſe 
requires; nor have I any view, but to ſhew 


that my ſufferings were the effects of my 


unſhaken loyalty, that I was, while free, an 
active maintainer, and when impriſoned, an | 


inflexible adherent to the cauſe I eſpouſed ; 


that they were convinced of this, and that 


this was the ſource of the unabating ſeverity 


with which I was treated. By the received 
modes of modern war, their conduct was 
certainly unjuſtifiable; how far their peculiar 


ſituation may extenuate this charge, is not 


for me to determine. My purpoſe is only 
faithfully to relate what the intereſt of my- 


ſelf and family demands ſhould be related. 
When we again ſet forward, great num- 


bers of the inhabitants of York-Town rode 
with us to Wright s-Ferry, as well for the 


2 "ory 
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novelty of the ſight, as to be preſent at an 
interview that was expected to take place 
between me and an uterine brother of mine, 
who had long been the repreſentative of the 
county in the general aſſembly of the Pro- 
vince, and who was of a very different poli- 
tical complexion. I know not how this 
meeting affected the multitude, but to me it 
conjured up a train of melancholy ideas; my 
own example gave me a ſtrong picture of the 
horrors of civil diſcord, that was too diſmal 
to behold without a ſhudder. My ſay 
was ſhort; at my brother's requeſt, I was 
ſuffered to walk upon the ice, acroſs the Suſ- 
_quehanna, in his company, with the guard 
following in the rear. The painful remem- 
brance of the bleſſings of peace, and of the 
ravages of that diſſention that could make 
the brother war againſt the brother, and the 
ſon againſt the father, gave ſenſations, better 

to be imagined than exprefled. When we 
reached the oppoſite ſhore, therefore, we ſoon 
took our leave. 

This night we were lodged i in the goal at 
Lancaſter, and two days more brought us to 
Philadelphia, where we were committed to 
the charge of the aſſociated city militia, 


dreſſed 
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dreſſed in uniform. About fix in the even- 
ing, by an order from the Council of Safety, 


we were marched to where they ſat, and 
from thence to priſon, where, by the na- 
ture of the commitment, we were debarred 


the uſe of pen, ink, and paper. My ſer- 
vant too was now involved in the ſeverity 
practiſed upon me, and we were all three 


ſhut up in a dirty room, in which we could 


obtain nothing but an old pair of blankets, 
and that only in conſideration of a conſide- 


rable premium to the gaoler. In this ſtate 
we continued in the depth of winter tor ten = 
days, without a change of linen, before we 


could get our cloaths out of the hands of the 
Council of Safety; at length they were re- 
ſtored, and by virtue of pecuniary influence, 


we obtained ſomething that the keeper called 
a bed. Here we remained till the latter end 


of January, when we were removed to a new 
and elegant priſon, then lately erected, whi- 


ther we were eſcorted with great formality, 


and again honoured with the rogue's march. 


Was this neceflity, or was it illiberal fac- 
tion? if the latter, ſucceſs will not ſurely 
wipe off the aſperſion incurred by the authors 
of this un generons treatment; if the former, 
bene- 
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benevolence muſt lament for thoſe who were 
the unfortunate victims. Thus Congreſ; 
were determined, not only to hold me up az 
a public example of political vengeance to 
the loyaliſts, but to take every means poſ- 
ſible to degrade and render me contemptible. 
Though I had progreſſively acquired rank in 
the provincial ſervice, of which they could 
not be ignorant, few men having been more 
generally or more reſpectably acquainted in 
the middle and ſouthern colonies, though! 
had obtained a lieutenant-colonel's commiſ- 
ſion under his Majeſty, yet whenever they 
had occaſion to mention me in their reſolves 
and public proceedings, they wrote plain 
John Connolly, without the leaſt mark of 
diſtinction, or affected to call me Doctor, 
thereby bringing to the remembrance of thoſe 
who knew me, that it was once intended! 
ſhould purſue the practice of phyſic, if that 
were any diſgrace, and inſinuating to the 
world at large, that a Doctor would not 
have been in ſuch a fituation, had he not 
been a buſy factious perſon. The Engliſh 
hiſtory i is replete with inſtances of a ſimilar 
nature. The tyranny and inſolence of re- 
publican faction, arraigned even the ſove- 

reign 


11 


reign of theſe realms, by the name of Charles 


Stuart. Self-defence obliges me to make 
the foregoing remark; it would elſe become 
matter of wonder, when the papers of 3 


greſs neceſſarily cited hereafter come to be 


read, Why, if I were what I ſay, I was 


not ſo diſtinguiſhed. 


Amidſt the hardſhips and chaprines 1 daily 
ſuffered, I had till the conſolation to reflect, 


I had done every thing poſſible in the diſ- 


charge of my duty, and anxiouſly hoped 


Mr. Smyth had been fortunate enough to 


eſcape to the Illinois, but in this I was diſ- 


appointed. This Gentleman, after having 
encountered a variety of dithculties, and 
ſuffered abuſes for having undertaken this 


enterprize, ſcandalous to the perpetrators, 
diſagreeable to remember, and unneceſſary to 
relate, was brought once more a priſoner to 


Philadelphia. J was ſtill reſolved, if poſ- 


tible, to apprize Captain Lord of his dan- 
ger, which I effected by. the following 


means. 


The Council of Safety had made a reſolu- 


tion to diſcharge all Britiſh priſoners, pri- 
vates, who would take an oath not to engage 
in hoſtilities againſt the United Colonies. 
3 : Among 
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Among their captives, was a recruit of the 


Highland emigrants, that Was allowed to 


come of a morning to make my fire, whom 
I found to be acute, and willing to do me 
any ſervice. This man I prevailed on to take 


the oath, and procure his releaſe, and then 


reſolved to ſend him to Pittſburgh, with let- 
ters to a friend of mine, who might diſpatch 


an Indian down the Ohio to Captain Lord. 


The recruit found opportunity to bring me 


ſome writing paper and fal ammoniac, and | 


the buſineſs was happily effected. By this 


means I endeavoured to preſerve his Majeſ- 
ty's garriſon, ſtores, and ordnance ; but as 
the tranſaction became ultimately known to 
Congreſs, it did not tend to leſſen their ſe- 
verities. 


When Mr. Cameron and myſelf were con- 


veyed to the new Priſon, we were both con- 
fined in one room; the walls were thick, 


and not thoroughly dry, ſo that we contract- 


ed inveterate colds. Our room door was 


conſtantly kept ſhut, and our windows to— 


wards the ſtreet nailed down, by which all 
free circulation of air was prevented, neither 


was any per ſon ſuffered to ſpeak to me, with- 


out an order under the ſignature of the See 


cretary 
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cretary of Congreſs. Under theſe circum- 


ſtances, I began firſt to experience a very 


diſagreeable and a very ſerious alteration in 


my health, when by a reſolve of Congreſs, 


1 was allowed more open air, and a ſeparate 


toom; but this indulgence was of ſhort du- 
ration, and I was 1 28 locked up night and 


day. 

In the month of December, 1776, an 
attempt was made by Mr. Cameron, Mr. 
Smyth, and another gentleman, (Mr. Mac- 


lean, ſince captain in the eighty-fourth) of 
ſo induſtrious and hazardous a nature as to 
deſerve a particular relation, the horrors of 
their impriſonment alone can account for*the 


temerity of the enterprize. Theſe gentle- 
men, with wonderful exertions and addreſs, 


and with no other tool but a knife, opened 


x hole through the arched roof, and got un- 


obſerved upon the top of the priſon. With 


the unſound paillaſſes on which they lay, 


and their old blankets torn up, they made a 


rope, and, perilous as the attempt too viſibly 


was, reſolved to endeavour this way to de- 
ſcend. Mr. Cameron, than whom no man 
is more daringly intrepid, made the firſt and 


the only eſlay ; 3 for ſcarce had he ſuſpended 


5 him- 


Bl 
himſelf beneath the roof, before the faith- 
leſs cord broke, and he fell near fifty feet 
upon a hard frozen ground. It ſeems mira- 
culous, that immediate death was not the 

conſequence. He was taken up lifeleſs, his 
ancle bones were broken, and his whole 
frame ſhattered. The two unhurt gentle- 
men were thrown into the dungeon, where 
they remained until removed, with the other 
priſoners, to Baltimore, on the advance of 
the royal army to Trent Town, when Mr, 
Cameron, in a dying condition, was taken } 
to fick quarters in the city. Mr. Smyth | 
vas more fortunate in a third attempt, eſcap- | 
ing from Baltimore to New-York, where 
Sir William Howe gave him a company in 
the Queen's Rangers. 


Mr. Cameron did not obtain his releaſe | 


till the winter of 1778, when, from a ſeries | 
of extreme hardſhips and abuſes, his health 

was ſo much impaired, and he only enabled 
to walk on crutches, that he was incapable 
of ſervice. This he accounted his greateſt 
misfortune : he therefore came to England, 
bearing with him the moſt unequivocal and 
melancholy teſtimonials of his loyalty. Hers 
he recovered 1 in fo aſtoniſhing a manner, t that 
: ſcarcely 
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Carcely any viſible marks of lameneſs re- 
main. I am ſorry to add, he has not been 


provided for in that mode in which he 1s 
again become capable of acting, with honour 
to himſelf, and advantage to ſociety. 


When Congreſs firſt fled from Philadel- 


phia to Baltimore, they left only a ſmall 
committee of their body to act in concert 


with the Council of Safety. I had now been 


immured within the inhoſpitable walls of a 
gaol for upwards of a year, deprived of all 

exerciſe, cut off from all ſocial intercourſe, 
and my mind preyed upon by eternal cha- 

grine, by reiterated reflections on what I 
hoped to have performed, and what, were L 
free, I might {till per form: no wonder that 


my ſtate of health became truly deplorable. 
had contracted a complication of diſorders; 


my legs were ſwollen, and I was emaciated 
to a ſurprizing degree. Solitude itſelf was 
become more ſolitary, for the very priſon. 
was deſerted, and I only remained. At this 

_ criſis, two members of the Council of 

Safety came to inform me, I muſt prepare 

to move to the ſouthward ; to which I re- 

plied, that my health was ſo far impaired, 


of which, they ſeeing me, would not avoid 


T 2 dee being 
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being convinced, I was no longer able to 
encounter the difficulties to which I ſaw 
others expoſed, and that if they meant to 
continue my exiſtence, they muſt ſuffer me 
to procure a carriage, and go on my parole. 
To this they aflented, moved, as I imagined, 
by the ſpectacle they beheld ; and I was in 
hourly expectation of a partial relief, which, 
however, I did not obtain, till my brother, 


now become a General in the ſervice of 


Congreſs, came to command at Philadel- 
phia. Through his intereſt, and becoming 
reſponſible for my appearance when de- 
manded, I was enlarged upon my parole, 
and ſent to his houſe in the country, where 
I was allowed five miles diſtance to ride for 
the recovery of my health. This was four- 
teen months after my firſt becoming a wa | 
ſoner at Hagar' s town. 
I remained here between five and fi weeks, 
and was then remanded back to priſon, where 
I continued about ſix weeks longer, with 
the liberty, however, of walking in the 
gaol yard during the day. My health had 
been too radically impaired to be ſo ſuddenly 
re-eſtabliſhed, which being repreſented to 
Congreſs, I was again admitted to live at 
DE my 
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my brother's on my parole, though not till L 
he had entered into a high pecuniary obliga- 1 
tion with the Council of Safety, for my ap- ud 
pearance. . al 4 | 

1 now began to hope, that anſterity — 
perſecution were paſt, and that henceforth I i 
ſhould be allowed ſomething like thoſe li- i 


berties which officers, under ſuch circum- 
ſtances, uſually enjoy, till my exchange | 
could be effected. I was miſerably deceived. 1 
I continued, in this comparatively happy = 
Gtuation, from the 11th of April, 1777, till 
the 14th of October following, when Con- 
greſs, once more obliged to fly from Phila- 
delphia at the approach of Sir William Howe, 
retired to York Town, in the vicinity of my 
brother's houſe. The night of the 14th I 
was again apprehended, by an order from the 
board of war: my papers, with every ſcrap | 
of manuſcript they could collect, ſeized, and 
myſelf hurried away to York- Town priſon, 
cloſe locked up, and every former ſeverity 
renewed, I was conſcious of having done 
nothing to merit this treatment, and ima- 
gined, that as it might flow from ſome ma- 
licious miſrepreſentation of my having given 
at tecret intelligence o the Britiſh 54 1 
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| ſhould be enlarged as ſoon as my innocence 


appeared. But my prediction was drawn 
from reflections on juſtice, candour, and hu- 
manity, and I was a falſe prophet. My pa- 
pers were returned, and I was taught to hope 


for my former indulgence; but days and 


months elapſed, and I was ſtill a priſoner. 
The convention of Saratoga put ſo many 
perſons of conſequence into the poſſeſſion of | 
Congreſs, that the proſpect either of humane 
uſage, or exchange, was very faint. 

In conſequence of a recommendation from 


Congreſs, laws were paſſed in ſome Provinces, 
that whoever among the Loyaliſts ſhould re- 
turn, within a time ſpecified, and become 


ſubject to the Republic, ſhould have their 
eſtates reſtored. When this act took place 
in Virginia, I was earneſtly ſolicited to re- 


nounce my allegiance, and again enjoy my 


lands and liberty. But harraſſed as I had 


| been, and unhappy as -4 was, Without one 


earthly comfort, and ſcarce a future ray of 


5 hope, this propoſition was peremptorily re- 
jected: at the riſk of a lingering death, I 


prefer red my honour and my loyalty to every 
inferior conſideration, I was debarred the 


rights, 


E 
rights, but could not forget the duties of 4 
good ſubject. 
York-Town gaol, where I was now con- 
| fined, was ſo crowded with Britiſh priſoners, 
it being the ſtage for ſuch as were marching 
ſouthward, excluſive of thoſe that were re- 
fident, that at length a contagious fever ap- 
peared. About this time Congreſs appointed 
a day of thankſgiving to be obſerved through- | 
out the United States, and their proclama- 
tion was replete with profeſſions of piety, 
benevolence, and charity towards their ene- 
mies. This I thought a proper time, by a 
firm and candid repreſentation of facts, to 
draw their attention towards the miſerable 
condition of the priſon, and, in concur- 
rence with the opinion of ſome officers who 
ſigned the paper, I wrote and ſent them the 
following remonſtrance: 


To the Hon. Hex RW Laurens, Eſq; 


May it pleaſe your Honour, 
We the ſubſcribing perſons, priſoners of 


war, having underwent a ſeries of calami- 
tous confinement equal to the utmoſt rigour, 
(which has given cauſe to loud complaint) 


had 


[ 64 ] 
had the pleaſing proſpect of ſeeing a period 
to ſuch afflictions by an exchange of officers, 
or by that humane interpoſition, which, in 
ſuch caſes, marks the character of a civilized 
and chriſtian people; but unhappily find 

ourſelves diſappointed. We beg leave to 
remind your Honour, of the multitude of 
priſoners taken by his Majeſty's forces, who 
have been reſtored to their friends, and their 
diſtreſs alleviated by a diſmiſſion from cap- 
tivity. Whilſt we have beheld a ſucceſſion 
of ſuch events extending almoſt to all ranks 
of American priſoners, we are ſorry to fay, 
that our miſeries have been aggravated by a 
molt criminal impriſonment, in a loathſome, 
crowded jail, infected with a contagious 
fever, and polluted with noiſome ſinells 
through every part. Could any motives, 


founded upon reaſons even of a political na- 


ture, be urged in juſtification of the treat- 
ment we experience, it would appear to- us 
lefs objectionable; but when we are ſatisfied 
that different gentlemen, in every reſpect in 
ſimilar circumſtances with ourſelves, who 
were born and educated in this country, have 
been admitted to generous favours, ſent into 
the Britiſh lines, either on parole, or ex- 
. X changed, 
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changed, and, in every other reſpect, treated 
only as unfortunate, we find ourſelves utterly 
at a loſs to account for the peculiarity of our 
perſecution, In your addreſs to the inha- 
bitants of the United States, it is therein 
publicly declared, that you have ſtudiouſly 
_ endeavoured to alleviate the captivity of your 


enemies. We moſt heartily wiſh we could 


{ſubſcribe to this aſſertion; but how is it 
poſſible, when ſixteen months impriſonment, 
of the moſt diſtreſſing nature, is the ſhorteſt _ 
time of which any of us complain? Subject 
to all the indignities, and low inſults, of an 
illiberal goaler and turnkey, and placed upon 
the ſame footing with horſe-thieves, de- 
lerters, negroes, and the loweſt and moſt deſ- 
picable of the human race ? To cultivate the 
aſſiſtance of Heaven by acts which Heaven 
approves, is a recommendation truly laudable. 


But whether the complaints which we thus 


exhibit, can be agreeable to the benignity 
of the Divine Ruler of Heaven, we ſubmit _ 
to the diſpaſſionate determination of your ; 
Honour. We beg leave, finally, to obſerve, 
that as this goal is a ſtage for all priſoners 


moving to the weſtward, that ſuch as are 
lick, lame, or otherwiſe diſabled, are left 
K ee behind, 
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behind, and as the yard, and. every part of it, 
is truly odious, from the diſagreeable ſmell, 
and unfit to maintain life, we intreat your 
Honour to lay this our Remonſtrance before 
Congreſs, earneſtly ſolliciting them to admit 
us to our paroles in any part of the country, 
or in ſome other manner to extend their 
humanity towards us, which, from our ſuf- 
ferings and your declarations, we have the 
greateſt reaſons to expect. 
"WE are, , 
Your moſt obedient, 
Humble ſervants, 
4 by John Connolly, 
1 = | Richard Wm. Stockton, 
4 5 . Charles Harriſon, 
A Aſher Dunham, 
. | Robert Morris, 
Francis Frager. 


York-Town Goal, May 17, 1778. 


4 This Addreſs was productive of the fol- 
{ E lowing Reſolve of Congrels, and Report 
=. from che Board of War: 


1 
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In Congreſs, May 2 34, 1778. 
Whereas it appears probable that attempts 
are making to miſr epreſent the conduct of 
theſe United States towards the priſoners 
in their poſſeſſion, in ſome degree, to wipe 
off or counterbalance the juſt reproach 


that has fallen upon our enemies for their 
barbarity. 


Reſolved, That the letter from John Con- 
nolly and others, dated Vork-Town gaol, 
May the 17th 1778, together with the report 

of the Board of War upon it, be publiſhed. 


At a Board of War, 224 of May, 1778. 


The Board, having taken into conſideration 
the letter from Doctor John Connolly, and the 
other priſoners of war, moſt of whom have 
been lately removed from Carliſle goal, into 
the priſon of the County of York, beg leave 
to report to Congreſs : 

That, forbearing to remark upon the in- 
decency of the terms in which the ſaid letter 
is conceived, and which is calculated for 
other purpoſes than merely to relate their 
pretended grievances, the board will lay be- 
fore Congreſs the facts which they have col- 
lected from Major Wilſon, commanding at 

| K ET Carliſle, 
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Carliſle, during the refidence of Major 
Stockton, and other officers of his party, in 
the goal of that place---From Mr. Thomas 
Peters, Deputy Commiſlary of priſoners, who 
had the charge during the winter, of the 
priſoners at Carliſle and York, from Doctor 
Henry, employed to attend the Britiſh pri- 
ſoners, when fick---and from Colonel Pick- 
ering, one of the board, who viſited the goal 
of this place. From the concurrent teſti- 
mony of all which gentlemen, the account 
given by the priſoners, in the ſaid letter, 
appears to be founded in miſrepreſentations. 
Major Wilſon, who was frequently called 
in by the officers themſelves, to examine 
their ſituation at Carliſle, agrees with the 
Commiſſary of priſoners. 
| That as often as either of theſe gentlemen | 
viſited the goal at Carliſle, the officers, being 
fix in number, had the privilege of the whole 
goal, except ſuch part as the goaler occupied, 
and one room entirely to themſelves; and, 
although the criminals were under the ſame 
roof, yet they were ſo far from being crowd- 
ed, that there were not in the ſaid goal more 
than ſix or ſeven priſoners at a time (and 
the moſt of theſe Tories) on an average, dur- 
8 ing 
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ing the confinement of the officers at that 
place. That the goal was as clean as ſuch 
places can be kept; and if it had not been ſo, 
the fault would have lain with the officers, 


who were indulged with two ſervants to at- 
tend them for the purpoſes of cleanſing their 


apartment, and waiting on their perſons. 
Theſe officers too, were confined by order of 
the Commiſſary General of priſoners, as a 
_ retaliation for thoſe of our army ſuffering 
every degree of inſult and cruelty, which 
Britiſh haughtineſs and inhumanity could 
inflict, in the provoſt and dungeons of New- 
York and Philadelphia, This being the 
reaſon of their confinement, and the foregoing 
the fituation of it, the board conceive their 
impriſonment was of the mildeſt nature, 
when compared with the rigours of that of 
our own officers.---But the goal at Carliſle 


not being ſecure, the Deputy Commiſſary of 


priſoners, removed them to the priſon of this 
place, wherein was confined Doctor John 
Connolly, for the ſame cauſes which induced 
and continue their preſent 1mpriſonment; 
and for other reaſons of policy and prudence, 
Doctor Connolly having alſo ſundry times 


behaved amiſs while on n parole, 


75 
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In the goal of Vork, theſe priſoners (ſeven 


only in number) have two airy rooms; the 


one fifteen by twenty feet, and the other 
ſomething leſs, beſides the privilege of the 


whole goal yard, which is ſixty yards long, 
and eighteen wide frequently ſwept, and 
kept as clean as poſſible, and by no means 


polluted with filth, &c. there being a privy 


at the extreme end of the yard. Theſe gen- 


tlemen too, have three ſervants to attend 
them---their complaints, then, of being con- 


fined in a loathſome, crowded priſon, infect- 
ed with a contagious fever, and polluted with 
noiſome ſmells through every part, are not 


warranted by facts. The gaol is made a 


place of temporary confinement for paſſing 
priſoners, but is never crowded, and there 
are now only nine privates therein, and three 
of them are the officers ſervants, although it 


is capable of holding, conveniently, one 


hundred and fixty priſoners. There was, 
ſometime ago, an apprehenſion, in a part of 


the goal, diſtant from the officers apartments, 


that a contagious fever had broke out among 
the ſoldiers; but the diſeaſed were immedi- 


ately removed to hoſpitals, and a ſurgeon 
and nurſes provided for them, and every af- 
3 ſiſtance 
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ſiſtance afforded them the nature of our af- 
fairs would admit. The goal is now clean 
and healthy, fave that there are five ſoldiers 


who have fevers, from want of exerciſe and 
other cauſes, common to places of confine- 


ment; but the diforders are not contagious 
or dangerous. 


Mr. Connolly, although indulged with 


every thing a priſoner could reaſonably with, 


has repeatedly repreſented his own, and the 
ſituation of the goal, in ſimilar terms with 
the letter now under conſideration; and the 
former, and this board, have often had con- 
ſequent examinations, in all of which, they 
found the complaints groundleſs.---Once, 


particularly, when Mr. Connolly repreſented 


himſelf as at the point of death from the ſe- 
verity of his confinement, the board directed 


Doctor Shippen to viſit him, who reported 
that his ſituation was directly oppoſite to his 


repreſentation; his indiſpoſition ſlight, and 
merely of an hypochondriac nature; the board 


have been ſo particular for ſeveral reaſons, 


one whereof i is, to ſupercede the neceſſity of 
future enquiries; and are upon the whole of 
opinion, that theſe gentlemen ſhould be more 
ſtrictiy confined, as from the indulgencies 


now 
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now given them, there is a probability of 
ſome of them at leaſt making their eſcape. | 


By order of the Board, 


RICHARD PETER, 


Publiſhed by order of Congreſs, 


CHARLES THOMPSON, Secretary. 


Nothing can have a greater appearance of 
diſpaſſionate candour, if we except the ex- 
preſſion Tories, than this report; yet no- 
thing was ever more abundant in chicane 
and deceit. On the 17th of May, the date 
of our letter, the goal was exactly, literally, 
in the ſtate we repreſented it to be: on the 

| 23d of the ſame month it was what their 
report affirms, But, in the interim, fo in- 
duſtrious were they to give their proceed- 
ings every appearance of truth, as well as of 
humanity, one hundred and fifty privates had 
been ſent away, ſome of the ſick removed, | 
the goal-yard thoroughly cleanſed, and our 
rooms whitewaſhed. They then, with an 
oſtentatious for mality, examined the priſon, 
and made their report, But was it probable, ä 
was it pofiible,- that mien could have the 
| temerity, 


3 
temerity, knowing themſelves in the power 
of an unforgiving enemy, or the audacity, 
making pretenſion to the character of gen- 


tlemen, to affirm ſuch direct fal ſehoods as 


their report made our letter to contain? Or 
if one were ſo ſpleen-ridden, as to magnify 
| his miſeries ſo exceſſively, would five other 
gentlemen have written their names, and diſ- 


graced themſelves in atteſtation of his viſions ? 
No: Rouzed by a retroſpection of things 
that could not be juſtified, and irritated that 
men ſhould dare to ſpeak the plain truth, 
they remove, in ſome meaſure, the cauſe of 


the complaint, and then affirm it never ex- 


iſted: they are afraid the tale ſhould be told 


to their confuſion, therefore reſolve to tell it 
firſt themſelves. No other excuſe can be 
adduced to plead for the duplicity of their 


conduct, but the often reiterated one of poli- 
tical neceſſity. This, perhaps, may juſtify 
them to themſelves, and to the world, as 
politicians, but will not invalidate my claim 
to diſtinCtion from the nation in whoſe cauſe 


J ſuffered. It will, likewiſe, if admitted, 
be a melancholy proof, that politics and juſ- 


tice are things, in their own nature, very 


; diſtin and heterogeneous. 


bor 
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There are other things in this report which 
I would wiſh ſhould be particularly noticed. 
Retaliation, and other reaſons of policy and 
- prudence, are there aſſigned as the cauſes of 
my continued impriſonment. I hope this 
will be remembered, becauſe very different 
motives are given hereafter. It is likewiſe 
there aſſerted, I had ſundry times behaved 
amiſs while on parole: this, upon the word 
and honour of a gentleman, I totally deny. 
J muſt, likewiſe, remark, that their other 
reaſons of policy and prudence were evidently 
the conviction they had of my determination 
to leave nothing uneſſayed to ſerve his Ma- 
jeſty. They knew me to be an enterprizing, 


and, as may be adduced from the former 


part of this narrative, a dangerous enemy; 
and, therefore, would not ſuffer me to eſ- 
caape. Theſe were reaſons of policy and pru- 

dence. ao: 
Another effort i is ; made to impugn my ve- 
racity, by ſaying, that Dr. Shippen, when 
he viſited me, found my ſituation directly 
oppoſite to my repreſentation : that my in- 
_ diſpoſition was ſlight, and merely of a hypo- 
chondriac nature. To this I anſwer, that 
when this viſitation was made, 1 had loſt my 
appetite 


E 
appetite; had an inceſſant watchfulneſs; 
was reduced to a ſkeleton ; had bliſters upon 
my neck; was incapable of walking acroſs 
the room ; and, for the two preceding nights, 
my brother officers had very humanely fat 
up with me. That melancholy and hypo- 
chondria ſhould be generated in ſuch a ſitu- 
ation 1s not to be wondered at ; but ſurely 
theſe were indications of ſomething more 
than a ſlight indiſpoſition. 
Here, that is, in York-Town gaol, I re- 
mained till the evacuation of Philadelphia 
by the Britiſh army; when, juſt before the 
return of Congreſs to that city, I was in- 
formed, officially, that a general exchange 
had taken place, and that I, amongſt others, 
was exchanged: but before the final depar- 
ture of Congreſs, this information, though _ 
from the Board of War, was contradicted. 
Towards the latter end of July, a till 
ſtronger aſſurance of approaching liberty ar- 
rived. A letter from the American Com- 
miſſary General of Priſoners came to York- 
Town, wherein it was required that I, with 
my brother officers, ſhould be immediately 
forwarded to Elizabeth Town, to be ex- 
changed. I was now admitted to my 
ron parole 


„ 
parole (be pleaſed to obſerve) as à pri- 
ſoner of war, and obtained a paſſport for 
myſelf and ſervant to Philadelphia, where 
I waited on the Deputy Commiſſary of 
Priſoners, and ſhewed him my paſſport. 
He informed me, I ſhould proceed in a day 
or two, took my addreſs, and recommended | 
me to keep within my lodgings. I was 
punctual in waiting upon him at the time 
mentioned, when to my utter ſurprize and 
chagrine, he told me, I was by order of Con- 
greſs, to be again confined, for a few days, 
in the new gaol, until that body had more 
properly conſidered of the admiſſion of my 
exchange, whither he had an officer in wait- 
ing to convey me. To have gained my pa- 
role, to be thus far advanced on my way, and 
_ afterwards, without the leaſt cauſe, to be fo 
cruelly and vexatiouſly again impriſoned, diſ- 
turbed me ſo much, that I wrote to the 
Preſident of Congreſs, complaining bitterly 
of the length of my confinement, and evi- 
dently ſtudied cruelty of my treatment, to 
which I received no anſwer. I then addreſſ- 
cd myſelf to General Waſhington, and ſtated 
the peculiarity of my caſe, who wrote me a 
ſhort reply to this purport ; * That he had 
an- 


E 
tranſmitted my letter to the Preſident of 


Congreſs, but could extend no relief to me, 


as I was the immediate priſoner of that 
body.“ 


It was on the 5th of Auguſt, 1778, that 


I, for the third time, became an inhabitant 
of this priſon, at which time I became ac- 
quainted with Captain Hawker, a Gentle- 


man of great philanthrophy and liberality of 


ſentiment, and to whom I owe every ac- 


knowledgment, for his polite attentions and | 


civilities while he remained. 
My irritation of mind was now {0 great, 


that a diſmal train of nervous diſorders, eſta- 


bliſhed in my habit by former ſufferings, . 


were revived with ſuch force, that ſleep and 


appetite again forſook me, and I fell into the 


laſt ſtage of deſpondency. I wrote, how- 


ever, on the 12th of October, to Congreſs, 
informed them of my ungenerous uſage, 
and claimed the treatment of a priſoner of 
war. I ultimately demanded a perſonal au- 
dience of a Committee of Congreſs, in or- 


der to know wherefore I was refuſed to be ex- 


changed, or on what pretence I had been ſub- 


jected to ſuch unparalleled injuſtice and in- 
dignities. The officers who figned the be- 


fore 
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fore recited remonſtrance, were Provincial, 
not Britiſh officers, born and bred in Ame- 
rica; and they, as well as many more in the 


fame predicament, had been exchanged, 


therefore my country could be no impedi- 


ment. Mr. Cameron, who had been taken 


with me at Hagar's Town, had been ſo alſo 


zof courſe, I was upon that ground equally 


elligible, I therefore declared I was utterly 


incapable of accounting, by any mode of rea- 
ſoning, for my peculiar detention, and required 


to receive perſonal and authentic information. 
For once I was gratified, and brought be- 
fore a committee, where having briefly re- 
capitulated my cauſes of complaint, the 
chairman replied to the following purport: 

That it had been for ſome time paſt his 


opinion, which he had not ſcrupled to com- 
municate to Congreſs, that I ſhould be kept 
in cloſe cuſtody, until Sir John Johnſon was 
delivered up to them, who, he afferted, had 
broken his ſacred parole given to Genera! 
Scuyler, and joined the enemy; fince which 


time he had been committing ravages upon 
- the northern frontiers, with a body of light 


troops and Indians, as he ſuppoſed 1 : intend- 


ed to do. 
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To this I anfwered, That a parole or ho- 
norary obligation, I preſumed, was of mo- 
dern date, calculated to alleviate the horrors 
of war; that no Gentleman could be anſwer- 
able for any but himſelf; that I had been 1 
admitted to my parole above a year ago, when ; 
my conduct was irreproachable, and that I = 
was again, without the leaſt cauſe on my part, ml 
thrown into priſon, and there continued for | 0 
another year; that much had been ſaid about 1 
the infraction of my parole, which I utterly 1 
| 


denied to have been the caſe. 


To this they replied, I certainly had not 
adhered to the ſpirit of it, for that I had 
ſpoken againſt their proceedings, and had fre- | 
quently attempted to turn them into ridi- 
cule. £5 
I anſwered, the ſpirit of my parole was ſo 
indefinite a phraſe, that it carried no accu- 
ſation; that it was impoſſible to produce an 
Inſtance, and that nothing of this nature 
could be affirmed, except in vague and ** 
neral terms. 
The final objection 4 made to my ex- 
change, turned upon the impropriety of my 
being conſidered as a priſoner of war. They 
aid, I had not been taken at the head of any 


armed 


— 
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armed troops, but privately making my way 
through the country; and one of them aſ- 
ſerted, I might be confidered as amenable to 
law martial, as a ſpy ; but at the fame time 
he obſerved, there was no intention of treat- 
ing me as ſuch. 

This was an accuſation of fo ſtrange and 
novel a nature, that it excited both my ſur- 
prize and indignation; and I anſwered it, re- 
capitulating, that I had been now almoſt 
three years a priſoner, in which ſpace I had 
been three times admitted to my parole on | 
their own authority; that I had repeatedly 
complained to them of the harſhneſs of my | 
treatment, and the length of my impriſon- 
ment, but that they never before had alledg- 
ed this crime againſt me in their juſtifica- 
tion; nor was it, I ſaid, poſſible, with even 
a ſhadow of truth. I was the King's com- 
miſſioned officer, taken in the execution of 
my duty, to a ſovereign, at that time, ac- 
knowledged by themſelves. America was 
not than a ſeparate {tate; no independency | 
was declared ; no penal laws promulgated. 
Neither was there are thing to ſpy. I was 
perfectly acquainted with the country, and 


there were no armed troops, fortifications, 


L #1} 
or intrenchments, to be inſpected; nay, 
more, themſelves knew my buſineſs was not 


to give intelligence, but to act, which had 


been publicly declared in their proceedings 


concerning me, in which I had been ac- 


knowledged a priſoner of war. 1 8 
The committee at length promiſed to con- 
ſider and report my caſe to Congreſs, and as 


my health was ſo exceedingly and viſibly im- 
paired, gave me an intimation, that if I were 
not exchanged, I ſhould be enlarged on pa- 


role. I was then re- conducted to priſon, 
As the fole end and purport of this nar- 


rative is to ſhew, that I was, from the com- 
mencement to the laſt moment, firm and 


active in my loyalty ; that had I been at li- 
berty, I had The power as well as the will to 
ſerve my ſovereign and my country; that 
Congreſs were conſcious of this, and there- 


fore reſolved to detain me, which they did 
in an extraordinary manner, and quite diftin& 
from any other Loyaliſt, during the whole 
I therefore hope my prolixities 
will be forgiven, and my endeavours to ex- 


conteſt; 


hibit myſelf and min ſuch as they 
really were, conſidered not as the effuſions 
of Og but a ſtrict and literal repreſenta- 
M tion 
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tion of facts, in order to obtain juſtice: that 
T ſhall be indulged with a patient hearing, 
while I contraſt the aſſertions, and ſhew the 
incongruities of the oppoſite party; and that, 
while I © extenuate nought, nor aught ſet 
down in malice,” I ſhall not be thought 
guilty of magnifying my own misfortunes, 
or the political injuries of my enemies. 
Permit me then to remark, that in the 
report of the 23d of May, retaliation for the 
ſufferings of American priſoners, and other 


reaſons of policy and prudence, were aſſigned 
for the cauſes of my impriſonment ; but 


ſince that, having been more cloſely preſſed 
for my releaſe, and having no good reaſon 


to alledge why I ſhould not be exchanged as | 


well as others, they anſwered, for the firſt 
time, that I night be conſidered as amenable 


to law martial as @ Spy, but graciouſly gave 


me to underſtand, they would not 7zotally 


proceed to ſuch extremities. They had ftill 


a further ſubterfuge. The following note 


was ſent me a few days after the above hear- 


ing from the committee : He 


The committee appointed to take into 
conſideration the opplicaten of Lieutenant- 


Colonel 


let 


nl 


Colonel Connolly, requeſt that gentleman 


will inform them of his reaſons for not pro- 


ducing and pleading his commiſſion, at the 


time * was firſt taken, and for a conſidera- 
ble time afterwards. 


Thurſday 12 o clock. 


It appears really aſtoniſhing, to think that 
a body of men could ſuffer ſuch a note to 
_ eſcape them, when my papers had ſeveral 


times, and my commiſſion among the reſt, 
been examined]; but the fact was, they wanted 


to publiſh ſomething to the world, that 


; ſhould, in my caſe, have at leaſt the ſem- 


blance and plauſibility of juſtice. However, 


I made them ſo cautious an anſwer, that they 
were obliged to drop this plea, and once 


again take refuge under the Spy. Accord- 
ingly, in about two months after this com- 


mittee firſt gave me a hearing, and pretended 


to examine into the true ſtate of the buſineſs, 
the following reports and reſolve of Congreſs 
were publithed : 


A Nov. 12, 1778. 


letter from * Beatty, Commiſſary of Pri- 
M 2 ſoners, 


The committee, to whom was referred a 
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ſoners, dated September 15th, 1778, toge- 
ther with two letters from Joſhua Loring, 
Eſq; of the iſt of September and 28th of 
October, and ſundry letters from John Con- 
nolly, report the following ſtate of facts : 
That Doctor John Connolly (now ſtiling 
himſelf Lieutenant-Colonel in the Britiſh 
ſervice) was, in the latter end of November, 
1775, apprehended in Frederick county, in 
Maryland, in company with a certain Allen 
Cameron, and John Smyth, by the Com- 
' mittee of Inſpection of that county. That 
at the time he was taken, he was not in 
arms, or at the head of any party of men in 
arms, but was clandeſtinely making his way 
ta Detroit, in order to join, give intelligence 
to, and otherwiſe aid the garriſon at that 
place, as appears by his own intercepted let- 
ters of the 16th of December, 1775. 2 

That a number of officers in the Britiſh } 
| ſervice, who were made prifoners, long after 
the ſaid John Connolly was apprehended, 
have been exchanged in courſe; and no de- 
mand has been made (till within theſe few | 


months paſt) by any Britiſh General, for the , $ 


releaſe or exchange of the officer laſt-men- | 
tioned. 


With 
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With reſpect to the treatment of the ſaid 
Lieutenant Colonel Connolly, the Commit- 


tee report: 


That at the time when he Was firſt appre- 
hended, he was confined under guard, by the 


Committee of Inſpection in the town of 


Frederick, in an apartment ſeparate from his 
aflociates, without any circumſtance to ag- 


gravate his captivity, except the being de- 
barred the uſe of pen, ink, and paper: 
That, notwithſtanding this reſtraint, he con- 


trived to write ſeveral letters of intelligence 
to the Britiſh officers commanding at the 
_ poſts of Detroit and Kuſkuſkis, which letters 
were found on the perſon of Dr. Smyth, one 
of his aſſociates, who, having eſcaped from 
the town of Frederick, was again . 


hended: 


That by the reſolution of Contra of ths 


ch of December, 1775, he was ordered to 


be confined in priſon at Philadelphia ; that 


being brought to that city, he was confined 


in the new gaol, wherein he continued till 
about the month of November, 1776, when 
he was permitted, on account of a declining 
ſtate of health, to reſide on his parole, at the 


houſe of his brother- in-law, on the river Suſ- 
 quehannah, 
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quehannah, where he continued for about two 
months; when, on information being given 
to the Council of Safety, of the ſtate of 
' Pennſylvania, of certain ſuſpicious circum- 
ſtances relative to him, he was remanded to 
his former place of confinement, in which 
he continued till about the ſpring, 1777, 
when he was again permitted on his parole, 
and the ſecurity of his brother-in-law, to 
return to his former place of reſidence on 
the river Suſquehannah : 

That during theſe periods of his confine- 
ment in the new gaol, he had, for the great- 
eſt part of the time, a ſeparate apartment to 
himſelf, the privilege of walking in the yard, 
a perſon allowed to attend him in his apart- 
ment, and his own ſervant permitted to 
fetch him ſuch neceſſaries as he choſe to 
order. 
That during the ſhort SIT when he had 
not a ſeparate apartment, there were never 
more than two perſons in the ſame room, 
ſeldom more than one, and thoſe, ſome of 
his aſſociates, or in conſequence of his par- ; 
ticular requeſt: 4 
That during theſe periods of time, he ] 
made two attempts to eſcape, in which he | 
was detected: | f 


k 
That on authentic information being given 
to Congreſs, at York-Town, that the ſaid 
Lieut. Col. John Connolly, was acting in a 
manner not conſiſtent with the ſpirit of his 
parole, and the frontiers being threatened 
with a barbarous war, in which there was 
reaſon to apprehend he was deſigned as an 
inſtrument, he was ordered into confinement 
in the gaol at York-Town on the 1 2 of 
October: 
That on the 17th of May, the ſaid J. 
8 Connolly, with ſeveral others confined in ſaid 
gaol, made a repreſentation to Congreſs, ſet- 
ting forth in the ſtrongeſt colouring, the 
hardſhips and cruelties which they declared 
they were then ſuffering : 
That on the reſult of a ſtrict enquiry, and 
after the gaol had been viſited by Colonel 
Pickering, one of the Members to the Board 
of War, it appeared, that the ſuggeſtions 
contained in the faid repreſentation, were 
| ſcandalous and groundleſs; and the report of 
the Board of War, was, on the 23d day of 
May, ordered to be publiſhed : . 
That ſince the evacuation of Philadelphia, 
the ſaid J. Connolly was remanded to the 
new Saal in that city, where (excepting the 


ſpace 


1. 
ſpace of about fourteen days, when two per- 
ſons were neceſſarily obliged to ſleep in the 
ſame room) he has had a ſeparate and com- 
modious apartment of his own choice, the 
privilege of his own ſervant to attend him 
conſtantly, and to bring him whatever he 
may require, and the unreſtrained uſe of a 
ſpacious yard to take the air in, during the 
9 | 
That in lis letter of the 12th of Geber 
1778, the ſaid J. Connolly declared, © That 
the common rights of humanity are denied 
to him,“ and paints his ſituation in ſuch 
terms, as would tend to induce a belief, that 
the moſt wanton cruelties and reſtraints are 
impoſed upon him: 
That in conſequence of a requeſt of ]. 
Connolly, to be heard in perfon by Commit- 
tee of Congreſs, this Committee have com- 
phed with his requeſt, when he declared, in 
prefence of your Committee, that, except- 
ing the reſtraint of his perſon, under the 
limits above-mentioned, which, however in- 
dulgent they might appear, he conceived un- 
favourable to his ſtate of health, he experi- 
enced every other relief which could be ex- 
tended to a perſon in confinement:: 
— — That 


1 89 1 


That Joſhua Loring, Eſq; Britiſh Com- 


miſſary of priſoners, in his letter to Mr. 


Beatty of the firſt of September, 1778. 
threatens to retaliate on an American priſoner 
at war, of equal rank with Lieutenant Colonel 
Connolly, for the ſufferings which, it is pre- 


tended that officer endures.” MHhereupon, 


Reſolved, That Lieutenant Colonel John Con- 
nolly, cannot of right, claim to be conſidered 
and treated as a priſoner of war; but that he 
was, at the time he was apprehended, and 
ſtill is, amenable to the law martial, as a ſpy 


and em iſary from the Britiſh army - that 
the repeated repreſentations made by Lieut. 


Col. John Connolly, of the grievances he 


7 undergoes, are not founded on facts: That 


General Waſhington be directed to tranſmit : 


the foregoing reſolutions and ſtate of facts, 
to the Commander in Chief of his Britannic 


Majeſty's forces in New-York; and to in- 


form the ſaid officer, that if, under the 


pretext of retaliating for the pretended | 
ſufferings of a perſon, who, by the law 
of nations, has no right to be conſidered. 


5 as priſoner of War, any American offi- 
cer, entitled to be conſidered and treated 
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1 
as a priſoner of war, ſhall undergo any extra- 
ordinary reſtraints or ſufferings, Congreſs are 
determined to retaliate on the perſon of an 
officer of the firſt rank in their poſſeſſion, 
for every ſpecies of hardſhip or reſtraint on 
ſuch account inflicted. 


Extract from the minutes, 


CHARLES THOMPSON, Secretary. 


Though the inconfiſtencies of this paper 
are, I hope, evident from the facts before 
related, yet as they may not ſtrike a mind 
leſs intereſted with the ſame force, I beg 
to be indulged while 1 pour out a few of 
them. * : 
They make it one of my crimes, that al- 
8 though I was debarred the uſe of pen, ink, 
and paper, I, notwithſtanding, contrived to : 
write ſeveral letters of intelligence to Britiſh } 
officers. This is ridiculous ; for, certainly, 
if 1 had the means, it was as much my duty 
to aid my Sovereign when in priſon, as when 
at liberty, I not having given, DY: parole, any 
promiſe to the contrary. 
Another of my fins is, that I made t two 
attempts to eſcape! | Sb 
$5 Some- 
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Sometimes they call me Doctor, ſome- 
times Lieutenant-Colonel, and ſometimes 
John Connolly; but when they ſpeak of 
the lex talionis, they threaten to retaliate on 
the perſon of an officer of the firſt rank in 
their poſſeſſion. 
Another part of their report is contrary : 
to truth: after the evacuation of Philadel- 
phia, they ſay I was remanded back to the 
new gaol in that city. The fact is as before 
related; I was going from York-Town to 
Elizabeth-Town, on my parole, to be ex- 
changed, and was ſtopped at Philadelphia: 
but it did not ſuit their . to ſtate it 
in this light. 
They ſay no demand has been made, till 
within theſe few months paſt, by any Bri- 
tiſh General for my releaſe, or exchange. 
This is an equivocation which muſt be ex- 
plained in juſtice to Sir William Howe. 
I had come down to Philadelphia, in conſe= 
quence of a general exchange of priſoners ; 
which, previous thereto, could never be i 
ſettled, owing to the impediments inſepara- 
ble from a ſtate of warfare in a rebellion, 
It could not, therefore, militate againſt that 
commander, as inattentive to the condition 
N2 of 
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of a loyal American. I muſt likewiſe ac- 
knowledge, with the warmeſt gratitude, the 
zeal with which Sir Henry Clinton inſiſted 
upon my releaſe, although this equitable and 


generous interference had nearly effected my 


deſtruction; for finding themſelves, when 
they made the above reſolve, in poſſeſſion. of 
General Phillips, and other officers- of rank, 
the Congreſs were determined to keep me; 
and the threat of retaliation, however iT. 
guiſed, was palpably levelled at the laſt- 
mentioned General, and was, in fact, a 
plain declaration to Sir Henry Clinton, that 
LT ſhould not then be exchanged. 
I owe, indeed, every obligation to Sir 
Henry's attention; for when the report, 
which the emiſſaries of Congreſs had propa- 
gated that I was not commiſſioned, reached 
the Britiſh lines; to obviate immediately 
that pretence, and all undue advantages that 
might be taken, had my commiſſion been 
loſt by any accident, or out of my power to 
produce, he inſtantly cauſed the following 


certificate to be tranſmitted to Philadel- 
phia. 85 


In- 


1 


Taſpeftor General s Office, New-Y, ork, 
November 27, 1779. 


This! is to certify, that John Connolly, 
Eſq; was appointed Lieutenant-Colonel in 
his Majeity's fervice, by his Excellency Lord 
Dunmore; and ſaid Lieutenant-Colonel Con- 
nolly is now confined in priſon by the ene- 
my, in Philadelphia; and I further certify, 
that I have received Lieutenant-Colonel Con- 
nolly's full ſubſiſtence, up to the 25th De- 
cember, 1778, by order of his Excellency 
Sir Henry Clinton, Commander in Chief of 
his e s forces in North America. 


H. Rook, 


D. I. G. P. forces. 
(Copy from the original.) 


I ſhall forbear to reaſon upon, or take any 
further notice of that part of their report, 
where they endeavour to ſhew I had not en- 

dured any peculiar hardſhips in my impri- 
ſonment, or of their treating me as a ſpy in 
their reſolve, having before ſpoken to thoſe 
points, but ſhall proceed with my narrative. 
Some time after this, Doctor Berkenhout 

arrived at Philadelphia from New-York, and 


was 
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was impriſoned on ſome ſuſpicions, by which 
accident I became acquainted with that Gen- 
tleman, and much converſation paſſed be- 
tween us concerning the moſt probable means 
of my obtaining my liberty. Shortly after 
he was delivered from his confinement, an 
order of Congreſs, under the ſignature of 
their Secretary, came to the keeper to lock 
me up in my room, (I having then the pri- 
vilege of walking i in the gaol yard) place a 
centine] at my door, and allow no perſon 
whatever to converſe with me. The com- 
plexion of the times, the formality of the 
order, coming immediately too. from Con- 
greſs, and the ſtrictneſs with which it was 
_ enforced, gave me reaſon to believe that the 
laſt tragic a& was now to take place, and 

that I ſhould be releaſed from my ſufferings 

by execution ; and in ſuch a ſtate were both 
my mind and body, that this imagination 
gave far more pleaſure than pain. I remain- 
ed in this ſuſpence for ſix weeks, when my 
door was again thrown open, and I was al- 
lowed to walk in the yard. It afterwards | 
appeared, that Mr. Silas Deane, in his de- ; 
' fence of his public tranſactions while Am- | 

baſſador to the Court of France, had affirm- 
5 el, 


220-1 


ed, he had diſcovered, by means of his 


emiſſaries at New-York, that Dr. Berken- 
hout had made a propoſition to the Britiſh 
General, to ſuſpend all exchanges of Ame- 


rican officers till I was admitted to be ex- 


changed, and that I was then to be ſent to 


the northward, to carry on a predatory war, 
whence he aſſerted, he had ſaved the inha- 
bitants of the United States from the hor- 
rors of Indian hoſtilities. This, abſurd as 
it was, and calculated for private views 


only, was the cauſe of my above cloſe con- 
finement. e b 


Soon afterwards I was ſuddenly attacked 


by a cholera morbus, and continued in fo 


languiſhing a ſtate, that in the beginning of 
April, 1779, a certificate of my infirmities 
was ſigned by two of the moſt eminent phy- 


ſicians in Philadelphia, and ſent by them to 
Congreſs, wherein they declared, that un- 


leſs I was allowed the open air, I muſt fall 
a victim to impriſonment, on which I was 
allowed to ride four hours a day, within the 


limits of about two miles, but on my pa- 
role, obliged to return every night to con- 
finement. It was intimated likewiſe, I 
ſhould ſoon be ſent to Reading and exchang- 


a” 


1 

ed; but even the indulgence of riding in 
the open air, was preſently prohibited, and 
I again ſhut up in priſon. 
Thus I continued till the 17th of Novem- 
ber, at which time, in conſequence of the 
return of General Sullivan, from his expe- 
dition againſt Colonel Butler and the Indian 
auxiliaries, in which he was ſuppoſed to 
have greatly intimidated thoſe people ; and 
as it was evident, that my health was in a 
manner irreparably impaired, and the for- 
tune of the war more favourable to Congreſs, 
they came to the following reſolve. 


In CONGRESS, 
Read a report from the Board of War. 
Whereupon reſolved, 


That the Commiſſary-General of priſoners 
be authorized to enlarge Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel John Connolly, for any Lieutenant-Co- 
lonel in the ſervice of the United States, 

now a priſoner with the enemy. 
| By order of Congraſs, 

3 ma] 
- CHARLES Tuompson, erke, 


I was 


_ 
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I was quickly after ſent to German Town 
on parole, and on the 4th of July, 1780, 
allowed to go to New-York on the follow- 


ing conditions: 


Philadelphia. 
His Excellency General Waſhington hav- 


ing granted me permiſſion to repair to the 
City of New-York on parole, for the pur- 
poſe of negociating my exchange for that of 


Lieutenant-Colonel Ramſay, I do promiſe, 
on my word of honour and faith as a gen- 


tleman, that I will paſs from here on the | 
direct road to the ſaid City of New-York, 


by the way of Elizabeth Town, and that I 


will return to captivity at the expiration of 
one month from this day, unleſs within 
that time the above-mentioned exchange is 
effected. | 1 ENS 
I do, in like manner, pledge my word and 
ſacred honour, that I will not, directly nor 
indirectly, ſay or do any thing injurious to 
the United States of America, or the armies 
thereof; but that I will in all things con- 
du& myſelf as a priſoner of war ought and 
ſhould do, under the indulgence granted me. 
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It is worthy of remark, that, in the re- 
ſolve, Congreſs authorized me to be ex- 


EE changed for any Lieutenant- Colonel i in the 


ſervice of the United States; but in the 
ſtrange parole, which they obliged me to 
give, they inſiſt upon a particular perſon, a 
favourite Colonel. However, that all ne- 
ceſſity of my return to Philadelphia might 
be totally ſuperſeded, the Commander in 
Chief allowed Colonel Ramſay to ſet off on 
his parole immediately, and the final adjuſt- 
ment of the matter was deferred till the 25th 
of October, 1780, at which time, after ſuf- 
fering what I have related, in an impriſon- 
ment of almoſt five years, I congratulated 

myſelt on a reſtoration to liberty. 
I was no ſooner free, than I was highly 
ſolicitous to be employed in the mode moſt 
likely to render ſervice. I had obſerved that 

Lord Cornwallis, now advancing from the 
ſouthward, was often retarded by the tem- 
porary junction of the Militia with the Con- 
greſſional troops. I knew the country, the 
capacity and genius of theſe men, and the 
neceſſity of obliging them to attend to deſul- 

tory operations in their rear, to facilitate his 


Lordſhip's gallant endeavours. I, therefore, } 


_ ſubmitted 
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ſubmitted a plan to the conſideration of Sir 
Henry Clinton, wherein I propoſed attack- 


ing ſome out-poſts on the frontiers of the 


Middle Colonies, to poſſeſs myſelf of Pittf. 


burgh, fortify the paſſes of the Allegeheney 
Mountains, and with Provincial troops, and 
Indian auxiliaries, act as emergencies might 
require. His Excellency was pleaſed to ap- 
prove of this meaſure ; but as the ſeaſon was 


too far advanced to arrive in proper time on 


the propoſed field of action, by the cir- 


cuitous route of the river St. Lawrence and 
the lakes, it was laid aſide. 
In the month of April, 1781, 1 found 


myſelf very ill; but as his Excellency inti- 
mated early in June a with that I ſhould join 

the army under Lord Cornwallis, though 1 

knew the danger of the hot climates to my 


_ conſtitution at that time, I did not ſuffer 


myſelf to heſitate a moment, but obeyed. 


I had hope, too, of here effecting another 
purpoſe about which I was extremely anx- 
ious. I was without a regiment, and was 
| endeavouring to raiſe one at New-York ; but 
as the recruiting there went on very flowly, 


I flattered myſelf I might be enabled to com- 


Pleat my Lorps to the ſouthward ; and before 


O 2 my 


—— — re oo _—_ 
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my departure, his Excellency was pleaſed to 


confirm my rank as Lieutenant Colonel in 


the Provincial line. 
Having joined Lord Cornwallis, and fol- 


lowed him to York-Town, an enemy's flect 


being daily expected on the coaſt, his Lord- 
ſhip appointed me to the command of the 


Virginia and North Carolina Loyaliſts, with 


a detachment of the York Volunteers. I 


was directed to move down to Back River, 


to protect the inhabitants of the Peninſula, 


ling between the Cheſapeak-Bay and James 


River, who were expoſed to the ravages of 


armed boats from the eaſtern ſhore of Vir- 
ginia. I had not marched above ſive miles 
on this expedition, before I was obliged to 
halt, being informed the French fleet had 


arrived, and that two ſeventy-four gun ſhips 
were actually at the entrance of Vork- River. 


I was, therefore, ordered to return to the 
* of Vork- Town. 
The men had underwent e fatigue 


in an inclement climate; had been obliged 
to drink noxious water; the horſes in the 


legionary camp were lying dead in numbers; 


the negroes that followed the army could 


| — be anden faſt ny; and the pu- 
__ treſcent 
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treſcent effluvia, that conſequently followed, 
made the air too unwholeſome for the ſmall 
remains of vigour in my conſtitution to reſiſt 
its effects. Lying in the field brought on a 
dyſentery; I was obliged to go into fick 
quarters; and the diſorder turned to a debi- 
litating diarrhea, that reduced me to almoſt 


the laſt extremity, Remaining in the town 


was certain death ; and the only remedy was 
a change of air. I had been invited by ſome 


loyal gentlemen to their houſes, and as the 


inhabitants of the Peninſula had either been 


admitted to parole, or had taken the oath of | 


allegiance, there ſeemed little danger in ac- 


cepting the invitation; yet, as it was poſ- 


fible, though, as I ſuppoſed, very impro- 
bable, I might again fall into the hands of 


the enemy, deſperate as my ſtate of health 
then certainly was, I would not venture into 
the country till I had firſt informed Lord 
Cornwallis of my wiſhes, and obtained leave; 
which his Lordſhip, as humane as he is 
brave, inſtantly grantes * the Mong 
note: | 


 Head- 
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Head-Quarters, 21% Sept. 1781. 


Sir, 


J am directed by Lord Cornwallis to in- 


form you, that he moſt readily confents to 


your going to the country, or taking any 


other ſtep that you think will contribute to 
the eſtabliſhment of your health; his Lord- 
ſhip wiſhes you a ſpeedy and perfect reco- 
very; and I am with great regard, 
Sir, _ 
your moſt obedient 
moſt humble Servant, 
A. Ross, Aid du Camp. 
Lit. Col. Connolly. 


Incapable of riding on horſeback, I ſet 


out in a ſmall ſulkey, attended by two ſer- 


vants; and on the road, met the gentleman 


to whoſe houſe I was going, who informed 
me there was no danger; and perceiving me 


to be very weak and exhauſted, went with 


me to a contiguous gentleman's houſe, and 


Introduced me to the family, adviſing me to 
repoſe till the ſun declined, by which time 


he would return from York-Town, whither 


he was going, and accompany - me home. 
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My friend not returning fo ſoon as I expect- 
ed, I ſet forward without him, but had not 
proceeded far before three men, with fixed 


bayonets, ruſhed out of a thicket and made 
me and one of my ſervants priſoners. 


They drove my carriage into a foreſt of 
pines, and detained me till night for fear of 
a reſcue, and then, by ſecret roads, conducted 
me to a place called New-Port-News, where 


I firſt learnt that General Waſhington was 


arrived at Williamſburgh, before whom, 
they infiſted I muſt be taken, having no re- 


ſpect for my illneſs, nor any conception of 
admitting a priſoner, in ſuch a predicament, 


to his parole. It perhaps, was happy for 


me that they did not; for the air, or exerciſe, 


or both, had ſuch an effect upon me, that 


when I was put to bed, I flept upwards of 


three hours; a refreſhment to which I had 


been long a ſtranger. In fact, I have reaſon 
to believe, that though the misfortune of 
captivity ſeemed to haunt me, yet, in this 
Inſtance it ſaved my life. 


From hence I was embarqued in a whale 
boat, and put on board a French ſhip, Armee 
en Flute, where I had the good fortune to 


meet with Admiral Barras, with the Artillery 


officers 
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officers of the French army, who treated me 
with all the tenderneſs and humanity, which 
the feelings and politeneſs of gentlemen could 
dictate. The next day I was ſent on ſhore 
to General Lincoln, who behaved to me with 
every reſpec, ſent one of his Aids to accom- 
pany me, and very obligingly furniſhed me 


with his Own horſe * a8 he Was is emarkably 


gentle and ſafe and no carriage to be had, to 


carry me to General Waſhin gton. 
I was now to ſee a man with whom Thad 


formerly been upon a footing of intimacy, I 


may ſay of friendſhip. Politics might in- 
duce us to meet like enemies in the field, but 


5 ſhould not have made us perſonally fo. I 
had {mall time for reflection; we met him on 


hor ſeback coming to view the camp. I can 
only ſay the friendly ſentiments he once pub- 
licly profeſſed for me, no longer exiſted. 


He ordered me to be conducted to the Mar- 


quis de la F ayette's quarters. 
From the Marquis I received every civi- 


| lity and attention; and on account of my 
health, was entertained by him for three 
days, when being ſolicitous to avoid giving 


trouble, 1 was ſent on parole by General 
"Wages e ent fixty miles back 


1 


into 


yak n CEE SIS 8 fie Par 1 r r RY. - dl DR wed. * 

e e EPR Son 
e FF. ( 

* * * * &1 * 7 * * 5 5-5 IIS * „ 5 


e e ee b e r rn ding "220 2 WI IX + <a 
Ter > p e •—: 3 OE 
$4 2 A * 


8 5 0 :7-_ 
. — © ws # 


4-206: 1] 
into the ovutitty, Here I remained. till I 


heard of the cataſtrophe at York-Town, and 
that the Britiſh officers were generally al- 
lowed, to go into New-York. I thereupon 
wrote to the American Commiſſary General 
for paſſports, but could obtain no ſatis factory 
anſwer, I applied to General Waſhington, 


and was equally diſappointed. Being left 
alone, as it were, in an enemy's country, and 


no authority capable of granting my requeſt 


remaining, except the Governor's of Virgi- 


nia, to him I had recourſe. From this 


gentlemen, I obtained permifſion to go to 


Philadelphia, on receiving a written aſſurance 
from me, of ſubmitting myſelf there to thoſe 
who had the ſupreme direction of priſoners. 
1 did not reach this city till the 12th of 
December, when I applied to the Secretary 


of War, for leave to proceed to New-York, 
but ſoon found I had unexpected difficulties 


to encounter. I was detained at a public 
houſe above a fortnight, and then committed 
to priſon by the following warrant, under 
the Seal of the Common Wealth, iſſued by 
the Executive Council, and ſigned by the 
Preſident, a my of which I demanded rom. 


the RW 


. | 2 
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You are hereby authorized and directed to 
receive into your cuſtody, a certain John 
Connolly, an officer in the Britiſh ſervice, 
charged with having broke his parole, given 
in the State of Virginia, and him ſafely keep 
until he be delivered in due courſe of law. 


Given under my head and ſeal, in the 


Council Chamber, this twenty eighth of 


December, Anno Domini, 1782. 


W. Mook, Preſident. 


To the keeper of Ke gaol 
of the city and county of 


Philadel phia. 


The above is a true copy of the original 
remaining in my hand. 


Joux REYNOLDs, Gaoler. 


The pretence of a breach of parole was 
prepoſterous, and to be delivered from con- 


finement for ſuch an offence, by due courſe 


of law, was more ſo. I wrote to General 
Waſhington on the occaſion, but ſoon diſ- 


covered he did not intend I ſhould have left 


Virginia, and appeared determined, at firſt, 
that I ſhould return, To this I could not 
CS ; volunta- 
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voluntarily accede, and I remained in priſon 
till the iſt of March; when, by the inter- 


poſition of friends, I was at length permitted 
to go to New-York, provided I went from 


thence to Europe, where (at New-York) I 


arrived on the 11th of the ſame month. 


I muſt here take notice, that the raiſ- 


ing of my intended regiment became no 
longer practicable, as the officers whom I 
had warranted for that ſervice, with the re- 

cruits raiſed in Virginia, had ſhared a com- 


mon fate with the army at York-Town ; and 
| thoſe that remained at New-York. as 505 as 


the war became merely defenſive, were drafted 
into another corps. 

When the fleet ſailed, Sir Guy Carleton 
gave me permiſſion to come to England, for 
the recovery of my health, where I yet con- 
tinue to receive my ſubſiſtence, as Lieute- 
nant-Colonel in the Provincial ſervice, as 


will appear by the annexed letter from the 


Secretary of State to his Excellency i Sir Guy 
Carleton. 


J 
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Whitehall, Feb. 24, 1783. 
R, 

Having laid before the King a letter from 
Lieutenant-Colonel Delancey, Adjutant-Ge- 
neral of the forces under your command, to 
Lieutenant-Colonel Connolly, acquainting 
him that ſome difficulties have ariſen with 
regard to the propriety of iſſuing his pay in 
North-America, on account of his abſence 
upon leave. I am, in obedience to his Ma- 
jeſty's commands, to acquaint you, that he 


is pleaſed to approve of your cauſing the pay 


due to Lieutenant Connolly to be iſſued to 
him, and of its being continued, from time 
10 time, during his abſence on leave, 
"2a, ot, - 
1 Your molt obedient, 
humble ſervant, 


(Signed) 5 J. TOWNSHEND. 


Sir uy Carleton, K. B. 


It is a duty incumbent on me to ſhew, 
that the truth of the foregoing narrative 


need not reſt ſolely on my aſſertions, the fol- 


lowing papers are authentic teſtimonials af - 


its veracity: 
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I hereby certify, that Major John 0 Con- 


nolly was appointed by me to the command 


of the militia of Weſt Auguſta County, in 
his Majeſty's colony of Virginia; and that 
he exerted himſelf as a faithful officer, in 
the diſcharge of that duty, until the com- 


mencement of the rebellion, when the good 


of the King's ſervice, and my own perſonal 


ſecurity, obliging me to withdraw from the 
ſeat of government, I authorized Major Con- 


nolly to adjuſt all differences with the ad- 


jacent Indian tribes, and to incline them to- 
wards his Majeſty's intereſt. This ſervice 
appeared to me to have been well performed, 
from the belts and ſpeeches tranſmitted by 
their Chiefs through him to me, notwith- 


ſtanding that Commiſſioners from the Aſ- 


ſembly (at that time reſolved into an illegal 


convention), attended the treaty at Pitt- 


ſburgh, in order to influence them to affiſt 


in their meditated oppoſition, to the conſti- 


tutional authority of this kingdom. 


Upon the performance of this ſervice, in 


conformity to my direction, the troops un- 
der the command of Major Conolly at Fort 
Pitt, were diſcharged agreeable to the pro- 

viſion made by the Act of Aſſembly; and he 
repaired : 


110 

repaired to me, through much difficulty, 
with a zeal and alacrity that beſpoke the firm- 
eſt loyalty. I immediately diſpatched Ma- 
jor Connolly to Boſton, informing General 
Gage of the ſituation of the colony at that 
period ; and as' Major Connolly had a for- 


midable intereſt on the frontiers, I propoſed 
his raiſing a body of men for his Majeſty's 
ſervice there, and in the contiguous parts of 
Quebec government, and to command an ex- 


pedition, ſo as to co-operate with me, for 


the reduction of the King's enemies ; for 


which purpoſe he was inveſted with a com- 
miſſion of Lieutenant-Colonel Commandant, 


bearing date the 5th of November, 177 55 
with full powers to act as emergencies might 


require. In the execution of this duty, 


Lieutenant-Colonel Connolly was unfortu- 


nately made a priſoner, and continued as 


ſuch, under the immediate direction of Con- 


greſs, near five years, ſuffering a conſtant 
| ſtate of confinement. I farther certify, that 


Lieutenant-Colonel Connolly, from his loy- 
alty and attachment to government, forfeit- 
ed a very conſiderable ſum of money due to 


him from the Aſſembly « of Virginia, for his 


public ſervices as an officer; and that his 
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1 
eſtate was alſo confiſcated; four thouſand 
acres of his landed property having been pa- 


tented by me, whilſt I had the honour to 


preſide as his —— 8 repreſentative i in Vir- 


| ginia. 


Given under my band the 2 «h * of 
October, 1782. 


(signed j DUNMORE. 


I certify, that Lieutenant- Colonel Con- 


nelly. came from his Excellency the Earl 
of Dunmore to Boſton, in the year 1775, 
and laid before me certain Propoſitions for 
the ſuppreſſion of his Majeſty's enemies in 
the colony of Virginia; to promote which, 
J gave orders to a detachment of the King' 8 
troops, then in the IIlinois, to receive the 
directions of Lord Dunmore; and I farther 
certify, that in the execution of this duty, 
it was reported to me, that Lieutenant-Co- 
lonel Connolly was made a priſoner by the 
enemy, and that from every appearance, he 
manifeſted the greateſt loyalty and attach- 
ment to the conſtitutional Sate of Lo- 


vernment. 


Given under my band, this zoth of 
| October, 1782. 


(Signed) THOMAS GAGE. 


What 
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What I have faid in this recapitulation 


will meet, I hope, on every hand, with a 


_ candid conſtruction. It is a cutting reflec- 


tion to find, on looking it through, that it 
is a tale of ſickneſs and misfortunes, inſtead 


of a hiſtory of glorious actions and eſſential 
ſervices; but the aſſigned cauſes are ſurely a 


ſufficient apology. The contemplative and 
humane muſt commilerate the infirmities of 


nature, whilſt the magnanimous and enter- 


prizing muſt dread ſimilar impediments in 
the purſuit of glory. In my own vindica- 
tion I have been obliged to ſpeak of perſons 
and things as they were, but I hope this has 
been done without exaggeration or malignity. 
I wiſh not to revive animoſities had I the 
| power, nor to complain of men who, what 
ever were their motives then for inflicting 
ſeverities upon me in particular, are never N 
likely to have the ſame cauſe, or the ſame 
opportunity. They, doubtleſs, thought 
themſelves acting virtuouſly, and would plead 
the love of their country, in extenuation of 
errors; I muſt do the ſame, with this addi- 
tion, my virtues, in their eyes, became my 
crimes; let not my misfortunes, in the eye 
of government, become my faults. 1 ſhall 
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condudy, with a few reflections on the nature 


of the Provincial ſervice, before and during 


my the Civil Wars, and of what I deem my con- 
ſequent and reaſonable claims on this coun- = 


try. 


Before the difmenbermient of the Britiſh 


empire, the provincial officer in North Ame- 


rica knew, with preciſion, upon what foot- 


ing he took the field, to co-operate with 
Britiſh troops, to prevent incurſion, or effect 
conqueſt. His rank was determined by the 
King, and wherever he acted in conjunction 
with his fellow - ſubjects of this country, 
either within his own. province, or in an- 
other colony, every difficulty was obviated. 
He was conſidered as the junior officer: this 
was evidently an equitable and a ſufficiently 
| honourable mark of Royal favour. The 
loyalty that induced him to eſpouſe the quar- | 


rels of Britain in America, promoted, like- 


wiſe, the ſecurity of his own property, and 
reſtored the bleſſings of peace and affluence 


to himſelf, his friends, and countrymen. 


Few reflected that it was as Britiſh coloniſts 

they were involved in the wars of Britain, 

or that a ſeperate ſyſtem of government could 
withhold them from ſeconding the intereſt | 
c 


— ———— — — — 


E 


of the parent ſtate. As Engliſhmen they 
felt, and as Engliſhmen they were ready to 


at; but as the entire profeflional ſoldier, 


ſele& from the body of his fellow- ſubjects, 


was but of a temporary nature, and the re- 


turn of. peace replaced him in his former 


happy ſtation, it would have been unjuſt to 
have expected the permanent rank and emo- 
luments of him, who devoted himſelf wholly 
to the profeſſion of the ſword. It is the 
immunities of a member of this empire, 
founded upon the broad baſis of equity and 
7 juſtice, that muſt , give efficacy to reaſonable 
= pretenfions. Wo OO. 
In former wars, when American ſubjects 
acted 3 in conformity to the orders of their ſo- 
vereign, and were commiſſioned by the royal 
repreſentative to military command, the pe- 
cuniary advantages annexed to the reſpective 
ſtations in which they appeared, aroſe from 
the acts of general aſſembly of the govern- 
ments wherein they reſided; and this pro- 
viſion more ample, or circumſcribed, de- 3 
pended upon the temper or generoſity of the 7 
different legiſlatures. The late unfortunate | 
diſpute, wherein not only the prerogative of 


the King, but the ſupremacy of the Parlia- 


ment 
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ment of this kingdom, was the litigated 


cauſe between Britain and her colonics, and 
in} the maintainance of which, the Ameri- 
n loyaliſt who attempted to ſupport this 
ſy{tem as conſtitutional, 295 an active part, 
changed totally the nature of his political 
connexions. Cut off from his former de- 
pendance by the iſſue of the war, excluded 
from the privileges of the community to 
which he belonged, and deprived of his pro- 


perty as a mark of its diſpleaſure and « diſap- 
probation of his conduct, to whom can 
he apply for retribution, but to that power 
which has been the ſource of his misfor- 
tunes? Or how can he be more honourably 


or equitably treated in the ſociety to which he 


is now attached, than by a proviſion in that 
line by which he became a ſufferer. Con- 
greſs have aſſerted, that we were deſtined by 
Britain to be hewers of wood, and drawers of 
water. The time is now arrived, when am- 
ple opportunity 18 allowed to contradict this 5 
ungenerous aſperſion, and full ſcope given to 
the exerciſe of that generoſity of diſpoſition 
and liberality of ſentiment, for which I 
hope this nation will forever appear as the 


faireſt candidate. The peculiarity of my 
calc 
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caſe is without parallel, and my pretenſions, 
if as ſucceſsful as juſt, can afford no pre- 
cedent. The troops to be raiſed under my 
orders, both from Canada and Virginia, muſt 
illuſtrate the conditions upon which I enter- 
ed the ſervice, and plainly ſhew that my in- 
tended operations were not merely Colonial, 
as an inhabitant of Virginia, but that from 
the St. Laurence to the Miſſiſſippi, J was 

equally ready to obey the royal mandate, 
Commiſſioned as Lieutenant-Colonel, un- 
conditionally by the King's repreſenta- 
tive, at the commencement of the rebel- 
lion, and taken in the execution of my duty 
as a faithful ſervant of the Crown, held in 
captivity five years by the enemy, to prevent 
the efforts of my capacity, to diſregard my 
claim, as the conſequence of ſuch misfor- 
tunes, my ſufferings, my zeal, and loyalty, : 


1 muſt then operate as my greateſt faults; and 


what I ever flattered myſelf, muſt argue in 
my favour, would unexpectly complete the 
i meaſure of "OF. diſappointment from capti- 
vity. 

Upon my roleaſement,” as the war was 
changed from an offenſive to defenſive one, 
in the Northern Colonies, and the proſpect 


of 
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of raiſing a corps in circumſcribed limits 
Where I had no particular intereſt, but faint | 
and unpromiſing, the Commander in Chief, 
ſenſible of the hardneſs of my caſe, was pleaſ- 
ed to confirm my rank in the provincial line. 
And ] muſt beg leave to offer my being fully 
ſubſiſted as Lieut. Col. and which I yet con- 


tinue to receive, as a corroborating proof of 


my merits, and the propriety of my preſent 
requiſition. 


In fact, feeling as 1 do, the cſs of ex- 


ultation the diſappointment would afford 
my political enemies, and the oblique im- 
plied reflection upon my character, from a 
treatment leſs diſtinguiſhing than my loyal 
countrymen of the ſame rank, I muſt beg 
leave to inſinuate, that I can receive no ade- 
quate recompence through any other chan 
nel. A compenſation for my loſs of eſtate 
is, in that caſe, all I require; and I ſhall en- 
deavour to ſupport this unmerited adverſity, 
with that conſcious dignity of mind, which 


I hope will never forſake me, and i in a man- = 


ner the leaſt exceptionable. 


JOHN CONNOLLY. 
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